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It is the second week in Jannary which is eom- 
monly called the “ week of prayer.” Every Christian 
worker may profitably have a full share in the pray- 
ing of that week ; but no Christiaa worker can afford 
to do up his praying for the year in that week—or in 
any other week. 


Faith first, and then knowledge; that is the divine 
order: not knowledge first, and then faith. “ Faith,” 
says Augustine, “is to believe what we do not yet see ; 
and the reward of this faith is to see what we do not 
believe.” - Belief does not necessarily follow the see- 
ing of signs and wonders; but signs and wonders 


always follow to them that believe, in the service of 


Christ. 





This week we give the first of a promised series of | 
= ; ° | 
papers on the Sunday-school work of the various 


denominational bodies. The Rey. Dr. Warren Ran- 
dolph, who fitly speaks for the Baptists, is secretary 
of the International Lesson Committee—a place he 
has filled from the inauguration of the current lesson 
system. He was for some yeats also Sunday-school 
secretary of the Baptist Publication Society. The 





| facts which he lays before our readers will have an 
_ interest to very many outside of his own denomination. 
bad bali. 
| Professor Broadus tells our readers, this week, some- 
| thing about Jewish expectations concerning the Mes- 
isiah. This isa theme of ever-fresh interest to New 
| Testament students. Mrs. Sangster gives help, by an 
effective illustration, to teachers who have difficulty in 
Dr. Miller speaks comfort to 
| serrowing parents. Professor Wheeler calls to further 
consideration of the disputed conclusion of Mark’s 
Gospel. And there is a timely new year’s story, and a 
pleasing poem by Hezekiah Butterworth, to add to 
the variety in our pages of this issue. 


| managing their classes. 


God’s greatest blessings often come to us in the way 
of surprises. When the skies are as brass, when the 
earth is parched, and the flowers are dying, and we 
bow our heads in despondency, how often does it hap- 
pen that we are startled from. our hopelessness by the 
patter of sadden rain, and, looking up, we see the green 
earth created anew about us. God’s mercies in their 
coming have the freshness of that unexpected rain. 
When human assistance is impossible, and it seems 
that even God cannot, or will not, help, there comes 
a sudden change, and the difficulties disappear, and 
the heart that searcely dared to hope is filled with the 
love that is without fear. “ He that believeth in Him 
shal] not be confounded ;” when his need is direst, he 
shall find that God is nighest; when his own hand 
cannot save him, he shall stand still and see the swift 
salvation of God. 


For those travelers who think that they must drink 
wine in Europe, on the score of its superiority to 
water, there is good reading in some of the official 
correspondence recently made public between one of 
our American consuls in France and the Secretary of 
State at Washington, together with the exhibit of the 
Municipal Laboratory of Paris, of the analyses of 
wines in common consumption in France. It seems 
that wine which is even reasonably pure is an excep- 
tion in France, either for home consumption or for 
export, as shown by the official examination of thou- 
sands of specimens. The larger share of it is positively 
noxious, by actual chemical test. Among the com- 
mon ingredients of this adulterated wine are logwood, 
cochineal, aniline red, salicinate of soda, arsenic, 
tannic acid, and oil of vitriol. And this is the stuff 
our American Christians are in the habit of drinking 
in Europe, on the plea that God has not furnished 
water to that continent which a traveler can drink | 


There is a smack of satisfaction in the way The 
Independent asks the question, “ Has not The £nterior 
the fear of The Sunday School Times before its eyes 
when it goes to justifying Rahab for her lies?” and 
follows its question with a corroboratory quotation from 
The Interior. It would be a good deal better for any 
religious paper to have a little of the fear of the Lord 
before its eyes, when it goes into the business of 
defending anybody’s lying. So far as The Interior is 
concerned, in its saying, of Rahab’s lie, that “ Paul 
and James, in the century A. D. 1, said it was right,” 
it misrepresents and perverts both the facts and the 
teachings of Scripture; and it incidentally shows 
more sympathy with the prevalent practices of 
Rahab’s day, than with the principles which Paul 








and James declared for their day and for all days. 
The Bible is sound on this lying question—sound 
from Genesis to Revelation—without a single word 
in its pages in approval of a lie, in practice or in pre- 
cept ; of a lie at amy time, for any purpose, by 
anybody. : 

How much easier it is for a thoughtful mind to 
brood over the past year, than to plan earnestly and 
hopefully for the new year! The old year we know 
all about; it is a positive reality in our experience ; 
but the new year is yet an untried experiment, at the 
best but a shadowy possibility. It is hard to have 
such a living interest in that which may be, as in that 
which is, or which has been. And here is one of our 
hindrances and dangers on the border line between 
the past and the future: 


“We know not the future; the past we have felt— 

Its cherished enjoyments the bosom can melt: 

Its raptures anew o’er our pulses may roll, 

When thoughts of the morrow fall cold on the soul.” 
This is the way it seems to us ; yet as a practical mat- 
ter the future is a great deal more real than the past. 
In fact, that which is before us is alone the possible to 
us. The past cannot be ours. The future may_ he. 
Bounding forward to that which is still attainable, in 
the providence of God, is, therefore, wiser and better 
than brooding over that which is forever beyond our 
grasp. And to the child of God the best things are 
always before him, not behind. It is in recognition of 
this truth, that every disciple can say, or ought to be 
able to say, as a new year opens before him: “ For- 
getting the things which are behind, and stretching 
forward to the things which are before, I press on 
toward the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus.” 





OUR DUTY TO MAKE PAST YEARS A 
SUCCESS. 


All of us will admit that we have a duty, to make 
a success of the new year on which we are entering. 
And all of us will admit that a like responsibility was 
on us for last year—while that year was still with us. 
But we are not all so ready to admit that a responsi- 
bility for past years is still ours, and that the question 
of the success or failure of those years is yet an open 
one—to be settled by our endeavors in the years before 
us. Yet this latter is the true state of the case; and it 
behooves us to recognize the fact that it is so. 

Suppose we began, last year, to build a house, or to 
paint a picture, or to write a book, or to establish a 
new business, or to learn a new language, or to play 
on a new musical instrument ; suppose we made a fair 
start in that line before that year closed; is it not 
evident that the work thus begun is still upon us for 
prosecution ; and that our success or failure in the 
year to come will tend to show our last year’s begin- 
ning as correspondingly a failure, ora success? Any 
man’s incompleted work of last year depends now, not 
so much on what that man did do last year, as on 
what he shall do in the coming year. He must still 
recognize and discharge’ his responsibility for last 
year’s uncompleted work, “lest haply when he hath 
laid a foundation, and is not able to finish, all that 
behold begin to mock him, saying, This man began 
to build and was not able to finish ;” and so he is put 
to shame, not by his last year’s imperfect work, but 
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by his this year’s failure to bring last year’s beginning 
to perfection. It is thus in every sphere of endeavor, 
material, mental, and moral. The new year’s life and 
labors involve and decide the old year’s worth and 
credit. 

A very prominent merchant was asked, recently, to 
give some facts of his life, for the writing of a series of 
biographical sketches of successful men in various 
departments of activity and influence. His answer 
was, “ It is too soon to use me as an example in my 
line of business. You had better wait and see whether 
I am successful. That is an open question yet.” And 
in this answer that merchant showed that he recog- 
nized his responsibility, for the year to come, to make 
his brilliant progress of past years a success instead of 
a showy movement toward failure. Many a business 
which promised bravely when its first or its tenth 
year closed, has failed so disastrously, in the year 
which followed, that its failure threw discredit on its 
inception, on its methods, and on its managers. Who- 
ever fails to perceive that this may be so in the busi- 
ness he conducts, is in danger of losing, in the year to 
come, not only all his labors of this year, but all his 
best business accumulations of the years that are gone. 

In one’s personal character, as in one’s business 
concerns, all that has been acquired or displayed up 
to the present hour, is still a treasure in jeopardy ; 
and, unless one is faithful and persistent in the years 
to cume, he loses not alone the present, but the past. 
At the best, his beginnings and his progress until 
now, are only a promise. The fulfilling of that 
promie is his yet unperformed duty. In the choicest 
character, so long as life’s probation lasts, the past 
waits ow the present for its completion. 


“Noble things the great Past promised, 
Holy dreams, both strange and new; 
But the Present shall fulfill them. 
What he promised, she shall do.” 


Or, failing to fulfill the promises of the past, the 
present shall destroy the good’ name of both present 
and past. Many a character which was full of 
promise has proved worse than a failure in its final 
performance ; and while one lives in the life that now 
is, he ean never say, confidently, of his character 
and reputation, as Daniel Webster said for the com- 
monwealth which he represented so grandly, “ The 
past at least is secure.” That would be a vainglorious 
boast for any one of us to make for himself, on the 
threshold of an incoming year. 

In the light of this truth, every attainment and 
accomplishment of our past should tend to increase 
our seuse of responsibility for the present and for the 
future. If we have made a good beginning and com- 
mendable progress in any profession or sphere of life, 
—as pastor, as teacher, as student, as Christian citizen, 
as husband, as parent, or as friend,—there is all the 
greater need for us to see that we do not make this 
beginning and progress a failure, by bringing them to 
a disastrous conclusion. The question of our success 
or failure is not in our start, but in our continuance 
to the end. “ Know ye not that they which run in a 
race run all, but one receiveth the prize?” And the 
prize is not awarded until the close of the course we 
arerunning. Our duty, therefore, of “forgetting those 
things which are behind,” is in order that we may be 
“stretching forward to the things which are before ;” 
and so, by our attaining to the goal, we may make 
the past, from its very beginning,—the things which 
are behind incluided—a final success. “He that 
endureth to the end”—he, and he alone—-“shall be 
saved ;” saved from ultimate failure in any oeurse he 
is running. 

Why, -the completest life which the world ever 
knew left. somewhat of its filling out to be done by 
those who should come after. Paul, speaking of his 
sufferings for Christ’s sake, and for the sake of Christ’s 
church, says: “I . . . fill up on my part that which 
is lacking of the sufferings of Christ in my flesh 
for his body’s sake, which is the church.” Or, as 
Augustine puts it, in applying this truth to every dis- 
diple of Jesus: “ Whosoever therefore thou art, if 
thou arta member of Christ, whatsoever thou suf- 








ferest was lacking to the sufferings of Christ. There 
fore that suffering of thine is added because it was 
lacking; thou art filling up the measure, not making 
it flow over. Thou sufferest so much in thyself as 
was to be poured in the universal passion of Christ, 
who suffered as our Head, and who suffers in his 
members ; that is,in us. The whole measure of suffer- 
ing will not be filled up till the world comes to an end.” 


“Strange words! and even stranger thought! 
But yet to inspiration due ;— 
We ‘ fill up that which is behind’ 
Of all the sufferings Jesus knew. 


“ We are thy body, Lord, and what 
As man thou didst not undergo, 
Thy suffering members still supply, 
To ‘fill up’ what thou didst forego.” 


Your heart-ache, your disappointment, your bereave- 
ment, your struggle with temptation, Jesus could 
not himself meet and bear for you while he was in 
the flesh; therefore he left them for you to bear for 
him. And as with his sufferings so with his labors. 
Jesus could not teach your Sunday-school class, as he 
sat by the shores of Gennesaret. He could not visit 
that poor mother whom you know of, only a few 
minutes’ walk from your home, as he walked up and 
down the land of Palestine with weary feet. He 
could not watch by the sick-bed of your dying neigh- 
bor, while, out on the monntain, he continued all night 
in prayer to God. These labors of love were not for 
him to complete, God having provided some better 
thing for you, that his labors without you should not 
be wholly performed. 

How this great thought of our part in making all 
the past a success, does uplift and ennoble the fact of 
life and of living! We stand as it were between the 
centuries ; the hope of former ages as of future. How 
much to the universe may depend on our fidelity and 
courage in the doing of present duty. As in “the 
Scandinavian legend, the gallant act of a brave young 
prince opens a dense wood which had grown up about 
a sleep-locked castle, and brings to new life a fair 
maiden and all her attendants who had waited in 
slumber. there a hundred years for his coming ; and 
for a reward, his life is linked with hers for all the 
future ;—so a single timely deed of ours may unloose 
the bars which have imprisoned hopes, and prepara- 
tions, and possibilities of a score of generations, and 
our reward may be a share in all their blessings. 
Why, our next year’s faithful service may round out 
to completion the progressing work of forty centuries. 
Is not life worth living with such a mission ? 

Since that hour “when the morning stars sang 
together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy” 
over the new creation, there has been no such season 
2s is ours to-day for completest service in behalf of 
God and men. 


“We are living, we are dwelling, 
In a grand and awful time; 
In an age on ages telling, 
To be living is sublime. 
“Worlds are charging; Heaven beholding, 
Thou hast but an hour to fight.— 
Now, the blazoned cross unfolding, 
On, right onward! for the right. 


“On! let all the soul within you 
For the truth’s sake go abroad. 
Strike ! let every nerve and sinew 

Tell on ages; tell for God.” 


And “thanks be unto God which giveth us the vic- 
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


In nine cases out of ten where an infidel attempts to 
pick a flaw in the Bible record, he is mistaken as to the 
facts in the case. Here comes one, by proxy, to worry 
over celestial dynamics. He has prompted a Pennsyl- 
vania correspondent to tell of his worry, in this shape: 

Will my friend, the Editor, reconcile his statement, that “ the 
centripetal force which binds each revolving orb to its centre, 
. . . failing but for an instant, and creation itself would be a 
wreck,” with the statement in Joshua 10; 13, “The sun stood 





still, and the moon stayed”? An infidel friend thinks that 
either you or Joshua made a mistake. 

Why, whee is the discrepancy in those two statements? 
Why shoul@ the sun and the moon be any less strongly 
bound to thrir centre by being held fast there without 
moving? ‘They were only hitched in harness, not sent 
flying into Pace. The “infidel friend” of our corres- 


‘pondent will have to get some brighter conundrum than 


that, beforethe Editor of The Sunday School Times, or 
any other Hole lover, need cry, “I give it up.” 


Why don other people doaswe do? And why don’t 
other peopl¢ like what we like? There are differences 
in taste; butis there any good reason for it? These are 
questions tha a great many people ask ; now about one 
thing, and new about another. Here is a New Jersey 
correspondegt asking them over the English copies of the 
Revised NewTestament. He writes: 

Why are the figures, to indicate chapters and verses, printed 
on the inside of the pages in the Revised Version? It is cer- 
tainly a great inconvenience, in turning to some particular 
passage, to be obliged to open the book almost flat before the 
eye can catch these chapter and verse figures. If there is a 
good reason for the practice, doubtless you will satisfy the curi- 
osity of more than one reader by making it known. And if 
there is no good reason for it, The Sunday School Times would 
be most influential in urging that the publishers of future edi- 
tions put these figures on the outside edge of the page, where 
they can be quickly seen as the leaves are rapidly turned. 

There are two sets of figures at the top of every page 
in the Revised New Testament: the chapter and verse 
figures, and the running page figures. In the English 
copies, the page figures are put outside, and the chapter 
and verse figures inside. In a German book, both sets 
would be put outside. Whether “there is a good reason 
for the practice,” in either case above the other, is a mat- 
ter of opinion. But in each case it is the way of the 
people who do it. This question of right or left hand in 
book-making has always been a certain matter of fancy. 
The Hebrew and the Arabic books read from right to left. 
The Egyptian and Ethiopic read from left to right. Eu- 
ropeans and Americans follow the Egyptians and Ethi- 
opians in this thing; but it doesn’t follow that the man- 
ner of writing the Old Testament Scriptures was wholly 
without reason. 


No better evidence of the progress made in both Chris- 
tian charity and Christian scholarship could be desired, 
than is furnished in the spirit of current popular discus- 
sion over such a question as the genuineness of the last 
twelve verses of Mark’sGospel. Formerly it would have 
endangered a Christian clergyman’s reputation for 
“soundness,” if he had published his doubts on a point 
like this. But now any scholar can give his opinion 
fearlessly in such a matter, assured that it will be con- 
sidered fairly by readers generally. Already, in our 
columns, representative men of the Baptist, Congrega- 
tional and Presbyterian churches have expressed them- 
selves on this subject, and this week a Greek scholar of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church adds his argument to 
the discussion. While these articles, pro and con, have 
been accepted by our readers in the spirit in which they 
were written, it is evident, from various letters, that there 
is a strong conservative feeling on the part of those who 
have been accustomed to think that the “all scripture” 
of inspiration was the all scripture of the common Eng- 
lish Bible—the King James’ Version ; a feeling which is 
jarred upon by the suggestion that any portion of that 
scripture is not genuine like all the rest. Here comes a 
long letter from a western subscriber, who asks, “ May 
there not be a time to speak when the common property 
of our salvation is pronounced on, to raise or depreciate 
its value?” Among other reasons given by him for dis- 
senting from the views of such critics as Drs. Woolsey 
and Warfield, he says, on the point of the condensed and 
fragmentary character of the verses in question: 

To an ordinary reader commonly apprised that Mark’s Gospel 
is a concise historical abstract; sententious, and condensing 
details; its first chapter seems to bear with it just as much 
graphic abruptness aad transition of recital as the sixteenth ; 
and to an epitomizer, the facts recorded, instead of appearing 
very jagged and chaotic, might perhaps be found about as 
vonnected a piece of evidence as circumstances called for. 

And an eastern reader sums up his opinion on this 
point in the words: 

It is abrupt, but not unnatural abruptness. It is such as is 
found in many writings, I call Mark 16: 9-20, good gospel. 

If an abrupt ending is an argument against the genu- 
ineness of the writing in question, we have no wish te 
bring ourselves under censure by too abrupt an ending 
of the discussion over this question; but we think we 
shal! have to let it stand as now until we come around 
to it again in the next seven years’ course, 
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GOD’S PATHWAY O’ER THE SEA. 
BY HEZEKIAH BUTTERWORTH. 


Arise, O Church of Jesus, 
In strength renewed, arise! 
The last, the crowning triumph, - 
Of grace before thee lies ! 
The lands, from bondage breaking, 
Unite their march with thee ; 
The Lord for thee is making 
His pathway o’er the sea ! 


The wastes shall turn to fountains, 
The arid plains to flowers, 

On barren lands and mountains 
Shall fall the fruitful showers. 

Go forth, the promise taking, 
The Master goes with thee; 

The Lord for thee is making ~ 
His pathway o’er the sea! 


No more on pagan highlands 
The idol temples blaze, 
Their psalms the ransomed islands 
Conjubilant upraise. 
To righteousness awaking, 
The land of darkness see ! 
The Lord of hosts is making 
His pathway o’er the sea! 


Like Paul, at Troas, hearing 
The Macedonian call, 

Go, preach to every creature, 
The promise is to all, 

Haste with the invitation, 
Thy feet shall glorious be; 

God makes to every nation 
His pathway o’er the sea! 





JEWISH EXPECTATIONS CONCERNING 
THE MESSIAH. 
BY PROFESSOR JOHN A. BROADUS. 


The expectations concerning the Messiah, which were 
entertained by many Jews about the time of his actual 
coming, have of late years been much studied. They are 
important as throwing light on the meaning of various 
expressions in the New Testament, and also because some 
Jews and rationalistic Christians are accustomed to main- 
tain, that many characteristic New Testament ideas on 
this subject were really anticipated by uninspired Jewish 
thought. . The sources of information on the subject are 
the New Testament itself, the Jewish “ Apocalyptic” 
books, the Targums, and the Talmud. We have, at last, 
a first-rate treatise upon it in our language, namely, The 
Jewish Messiah, by James Drummond (London: Long- 
mans, 1877). The author’s Unitarian prepossessions must 
be borne in mind at some points, but the work is one 
of great value. We have also, for the first time, a 
really satisfactory translation of the Book of Enoch (with 
introduction and copious notes), by Professor Schodde, 
of Columbus, Ohio (Andover: Draper). 

The three principal “ Apocalyptic ” books arethe Jew- 
ish Sibylline Books, the Book of Enoch, and the Second 
(fourth) Book of Esdras. The messianic predictions of 
the Sibylline Books, that is, of those portions of Book 
III., which are believed to be pre-Christian, contain 
nothing important except the statement that Messiah 
should come from the sun. The portion of the Book of 
Enoch which speaks freely of Messiah (chapters 37-71), 
is certainly later than the bulk of the work ; and although 
Schodde still argues for ascribing it to the early years of 


‘ Herod, yet almost all the recent critics, rationalistic, 


destructive, or evangelical, regard it as post-Christian, 
and we think the evidence for this is practically conclu- 
sive. This work declares the pre-existence of Messiah 
(48: 8), and that he shall judge men (69, 27), not only 
the living, but the risen dead (61:5). It is well known 
that many Jews of that time believed in a resurrection of 
the dead. Supprsing this part of the work to be pre- 
Christian, the assertion of Messiah’s pre-existence would 
be unique, but might, perhaps, have been developed out 
of Proverbs 8, etc. But we repeat that this writing is 
Silmost certainly post-Christian. One of the most striking 
proofs is,that Messiah is spoken of (62: 5) as “this son 
of the woman.” Second Esdras, after omitting the 
obvious Christian interpolations, must almost certainly 
be referred to the close of the first Christian century, for 
the twelve wings of the great eagle seem clearly to mean 
thetwelve Cesars. This isthe view of recent destructive 
as well as conservative critics, Though post-Christian, 
the bulk of the work seems to be an independent Jewish 
production, and as such it has some curious conceptions. 
Messiah the Lion is to deliver his people from the eagle, 
and reign four hundred years. ‘Then he and all men 





shall die, but afterwards there will be a resurrection, and 
a reign of the Most High. 

Without further remarks upon the literatute of the 
subject, we will present the general results of recent 
inquiry. (1.) Most of the genuine and pre-Christian 
statements concerning Messiah are merely a repetition 
or expansion of those in the Prophets; the only excep- 
tion being the Sibylline notion that Messiah shall come 
from the sun. (2.) Certain expressions in Enoch might 
seem to be a real advance towards the characteristic 
views of the New Testament, but those portions of Enoch 
have almost certainly been influenced by the New Testa- 
ment. (3.) A large proportion, probably the great 
majority, of the Jews at the time of Christ, cherished no 
messianic expectations whatever. Thus the great Apoc- 
ryphal books, so rich in the Jewish thought of the two 
centuries. before Christ, contain, practically, no reference 
to Messiah at all, Of those who entertained any messi- 
anic expectation, there were probably but few in whom 
it was vivid and intense; such as Simeon, and Anna, 
and Joseph of Arimathea, and the views even of such 
persons were generally unclear, shifting, and discordant. 
(4.) The principal expectations known to have been en- 
tertained are as follows: (a.) Messiah’s coming will end 
“this age” and introduce “the coming age ” (compare 
“the powers of the age to come,” Heb. 6: 5, that is, of 
the age following Messiah’s appearing). (d.) Mes- 
siah will have a forerunner, Elijah, perhaps several fore- 
runners, including Jeremiah and others. (c.) The Gen- 
tiles will gather to war against Messiah, but he will con- 
quer them, and utterly destroy all those who will not 
submit to his reign. (The Parable of the Tares was mani- 
festly designed to correct this last notion.) (d.) The 
dead will rise to a general judgment (some expected a 
resurrection only of the righteous), after which the 
wicked will go into Gehenna, and the righteous will live 
on as the subjects of Messiah, who, with his capital at 
Jerusalem, will reign over all nations and forever. 

Utterly wanting in the Jewish expectations indicated 
in the New Testament, or in the uninspired books, are 
the great characteristics of the teaching and life of Jesus, 
the true Messiah. For example, (a) spirituality; (0) 
self-renunciation; (¢c) Messiah’s suffering and atoning 
death; (d) Messiah’s personal resurrection and future 
reign (except here the doubtful and partial parallel in 
Second Esdras). . 

We have indicated in passing only a few of the many 
passages in the New Testament on which light is thrown 
by these investigations. Though the teachings of our 
Lord were designed to have universal application, they 
were always immediately aimed at the errors and evil 
practices existing among his hearers; and to know the 
religious thought and religious life of his contempo- 
raries is an important help to the understanding and 
proper application of his words. 





THE DEATH OF CHILDREN. 
BY J. R. MILLER, D.D. 


There are few unbroken families. There may be years 
through which the circle remains whole, but sooner or 
later there is a vacant place. 

“ There is no flock, however watched and tended, 
But one dead lamb is there! 
There is no fireside, howsoe’er defended, 

But has one vacant chair.” 
We press our children to our bosom to-day, and love 
builds up in our hearts a thousand brilliant hopes for 
them ; then, to-morrow, death comes, and they lie silent 
and still amid the flowers. Or we watch over them, and 
see them grow up into nobleness and beauty, when, just 
as our dreams and hopes seem about to be realized, the 
fatal touch is upon them, and they are taken away. 

One comfort in the time of such bereavement is that it 
is God’s will. Long ago this was the rock on which a 
godly father leaned when death had come suddenly and 
taken all: “The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken 
away.” When we know that God truly is our father, 
and that his love is eternal and unchangeable, this con- 
fidence should give us great peace even in the sorest 
bereavement. 

In the Pitti Palace, at Florence, there are two pictures 
which hang side by side. One represents a stormy sea 
with its wild waves, and black clouds and fierce light- 
nings flashing across the sky. In the waters a human 
face is seen, wearing an expression of the utmost agony 
and despair. The other picture also represents a sea, 
tossed by as fierce a storm, with as dark clouds; but out 
ofthe midst of the waves a rock rises, against which the 
waters dash in vain. In a cleft of the rock are some 
tufts of grass and green herbage, with sweet flowers, and 
amid these a dove is seen sitting on her nest, quiet and 








undisturbed by the wild fury of the storm. The first 
picture fitly represents the sorrow of the world when all 
is helpless and despairing ; and the other, the sorrow of 
the Christian, no less severe, but in which he is kept in 
perfect peace, because he nestles in the bosom of God’s 
unchanging love. 

Another of the great comforts when a child is taken 
away is the truth of the immortal life. In the autumn 
days the birds leave our chill northern clime, and we 
hear their songs no more ; but the birds are not dead. In 
the warmer clime of the far south they live, and amid 
lovely flowers, and fragrant foliage, and luscious fruits, 
they continue to sing as joyously as they sang with us in 
the happiest summer days. So our children leave us, and 
we miss their sweet faces and prattling voices; but they 
have only gone to the summer land of heaven, There, in 
the midst of the glory of the Lord, they dwell, shedding 
their tender grace on other hearts. We all believe this, 
but most of us believe it in such a way as to get but 
little comfort from it. The bringing into our hearts of 
the truth of immortality, in all its richness and fullness 
of meaning, would take away all bitterness from our sor- 
row when our little ones leave us. 

“In that great cloister’s stillness and seclusion, 
By guardian angels led, 
Safe from temptation, safe from sin’s pollution, 
She lives, whom we call dead. 


Day after day we think what she is doing 
In those bright realms of air ; 

Year after year, her tender steps pursuing, 
Behold her grown more fair.” 


One of the chief elements of the sorrow when children 
die is the sore disappointment. Careers of great useful- 
ness have been marked out for them in the fields of hope, 
and without even entering upon them they are gone. 
They seem to have lived in vain, to have died without 
accomplishing any work in this world. So it appears 
until we think more deeply of it, and then we see that 
they have not been in this world in vain, though their stay 
was so brief. They have not done what we had planned 
for them to do, but they have accomplished the part, in 
God’s great plan, which he had marked out for them. 

Here is a little babe; it lies now in the coffin with a 
face beautiful as an angel’s smile. It lived but a few 
days or weeks. It merely opened its eyes upon the earth, 
and then, as if too pure for this world of sin, closed them 
again, and went back to God. Did you say thai it lived 
in vain, that it performed no work? Do you know how 
many blessings it brought down from heaven to that 
home, when it came like a messenger from the fragrant 
garden of God, shook its robes, and then fled away again? 
It only crept into the mother’s bosom for a brief season, 
and was gone; but her heart will be warmer ever after- 
ward, her life richer and deeper, her spirit gentler and 
sweeter. No one can tell what holy work a babe per- 
forms that stays only an hour in this world. It does not 
live in vain. It leaves touches of beauty on other souls 
which shall never fade out. It may accomplish more in 
that one short hour, leave greater blessings behind, than 
do others who live long full years. It may change the 
eternal destiny of one or more souls. Many a child 
dying leads an unsaved parent to the sacred feet of Christ. 
Certain it is that no true parent is ever just the same in 
character after clasping his own child in his arms. To 
have felt the warmth and thrill of a new love, even for a 
few moments, though the object loved be withdrawn, 
leaves a permanent result in the life. 

God takes away your children, and in faith you sur- 
render them to him to see them no more in this world; 
but you cannot give back all that they have brought to 
you. In your heart new springs of love were opened by 
their coming; and you cannot give these back. Death 
cannot take out of your life the new experiences which 
you had, in pressing them to your heart, or in loving them 
and caring for them through the sunny weeks. You are 
better, stronger, richer, in your nature, more a man or a 
woman, because you have held in your arms and have 
nurtured your own child. These new outreachings of 
your life can never be taken from you. Like new 
branches of a tree, they will remain ever after, part of 
yourself. Though the loved ones are removed, the 
results of their coming to you and staying with you, the 
influences, the impressions made, the new growths in 
your life, will never depart.. They are your permanent 
possessions forever. Tennyson puts this iruth in happy 
phrase: , : 

God gives us love; something to love 
He lends us; but when love is grown 

To ripeness, that on which it throve 
Falls off; and love is left alone.” 


Then while the influences of a child’s life remain, its 
death also brings new blessings to the home, It softens 
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all hearts, Rudeness grows gentle under the influence 
of the sorrow. It brings the parents closer together. 
Many an incipient estrangement is healed at the coffin 
of a dead child. It is like a new marriage. Lowell 
writes: 
“T felt instantly 

Deep in my soul another bond to thee 

Thrill with that life we saw depart from her} 

© mother of our angel child! twice dear! 

Death knits as well as parts.” 


Many a home owes its purest happiness, its richest 
blessedness, to its losses. The memories of its sorrows 
are golden chains that bind all hearts together in tender- 
est clasp. Then when Christian faith rules, the memen- 
toes of bereavement become inspirers of new hopes, 
lenses through which we see deeper into heaven. Again 
Lowell writes: 


“ Heaven is not mounted to on wings of dreams, 
* Nor doth the unthankful happiness of youth 
Aim thitherward, but floats from bloom to bloom, 
With earth’s warm patoh of sunshine well contents 
’Tis sorrow builds the shining ladder up 
Whose golden rounds are our calamities, 
Whereon our firm feet planting, nearer God 
The spirit climbs, and hath its eyes unsealed, 
Through the clouded glass 

Of our own bitter tears we learn to look 
Undazzled on the kindness of God’s face; 
Earth is too dark and Heaven alone shines through.” 


Such are a few of the comforts and blessings that come 
when the crib is emptied or a chair left vacant. 





UNCANONICAL INSPIRATION. 
BY PROFESSOR N. M. WHEELER. 


The Sunday School Times has given its readers, from 
the pens of President Woolsey, Professor Warfield, and 
Dr. Conant, a fair resumé of the argument concerning 
the genuineness of the last twelve verses of Mark. I 
venture to think that the general reader, basing his 
judgment solely on the case as thus presented, will 
render verdict that these verses were not written by 
Mark. 

But, this granted, what follows? This question, too, 
will gain increasing emphasis and pertinence as plain 
Bible-studying people become more familiar with the 
other similar phenomena in the New Testament, a 
familiarity which it is one of the functions of the Revised 
Version to transfer from the limited circle of scholars to 
the widening circles of intelligent Bible readers. Grant 
it established that these verses were not written by Mark 
the evangelist, nor by any $f the apostles whom scholar- 
ship can name, what are we to think of them? 

Professor Warfield lays down a doctrine which IT am 
loath to accept. Hesumsup: “This passage is no part of 
the Word of God. The evidence will prove not only that 
Mark did not write it for this place, but also that he 
probably did not write it at all. We are not, then, to 
ascribe to these verses the authority due to God’s Word ;”’ 
that is, it seems, if Mark did not write the verses, they 
are not inspired. But perhaps some other apostle, or 
some one nedr au apostle (like Mark himself), was the 
original author. Professor Warfield himself conjectures 
that itis “possibly a tradition from Andrew or Peter, 
recorded by Papias, and hence attached to Peter’s 
Gospel.” Ifso, why not the “Word of God” ?~ What 
gives us authority to say that words heard from some 
apostle by Mark, and by him recorded, are part of God’s 
Word, but words heard from the same or another apostle 
by some other “companion,” and by him recorded, or 
even transmitted orally to an unknown scribe, are not 
God’s Word? Is the “ Epistle to the Hebrews” not the 
Word of God if an unknown hand penned it rather than 
Paul? Or, to put the case in a still extremer way, if the 
Protestant world had followed Luther in shutting James 
out of the canon of Scripture, would that prove his Epis- 
tleno part of God’s Word? We know pretty well by what 
decrees of council, and consensus of learned men, after 
many uncertainties and vicissitudes, the present list of 
canonical books has been established. It will scarcely 
be maintained that the decision of these councils is any 
more inspired than is the critical verdict of Drs. West- 
cott and Hort. And even if, like the sanguine Dean 
Burgon, we believe that so great human wisdom has been 
eontinually shown in the transmission of the Textus 
Receptus that nothing stands in it without an indefeasible 
sight, still there remains the possibility that there was 
much genuinely inspired material, the source of consola- 
tien and light to the early church, now irretrievably 

lest. 
Ifthe canon of Scripture is made the boundary of in- 
apired writing, we must ask the critics every morning 





what is the latest conclusion, in order to know what is 
that Soripture inspired of God that is “ profitable for 
teaching, for reproof, for instruction which is in right- 
eousness.” This question, What are the tests of inspira- 
tion? cannot easily be answered. Even among scholars 
I hear sounds as of contention ; and what answer can we 
give a plain man who has been perhaps somewhat rudely 
awakened by the Revision to a vague perception of 
uncomfortable questions thrusting themselves up through 
dear old verses that he learned at his mother’s knee? 
One thing seems plain. The early Christians, differing 
from their Pagan contemporaries, who applied “ inspira- 
tion ” to the state of mind of the person possessed by it, 
concerned themselves chiefly with the resu/t, -What was 
written, not who wrote it, or how he was affected by the 
Spirit which giveth inspiration, was the object of their 
attention. And this view commends itself to our un- 
instructed common judgment. We are to try every 
spirit—by its fruits. “Internal evidence” may lead us 
to believe that “ Go ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature” is God’s word, even if Mark 
did not write, nor any copyist abridge it from Matthew 
or Luke. Herein, truly, a weighty responsibility may 
fall upon the believer, if he must judge for himself in 
such cases what is or what is not the Word of God; but 
all devices hitherto contrived for relieving this personal 
responsibility, which is a necessary consequence of the 
right of private judgment, either by an “ infallible tradi- 
tion,” an “infallible church,” a “received text,” or an 
authorized “ canon,” must fail in the last analysis. Yet 
will no man’s salvation or edification in Christian grace 
be imperilled thereby. No controversy that has yet 
arisen has entangled in its meshes the real essentials of 
God’s message or man’s duty. 
Lawrence University, Wisconsin. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL FIELD AND WORK 
OF THE BAPTIST CHURCH. 


BY WARREN RANDOLPH, D.D. 





In the recent progress of Sunday-school work, the 
Baptist denomination has kept abreast with the most 
advanced in the movement. Believing that this work 
can be done most effectively within denominational lines, 
Baptists have thus been pushing it among themselves. 
Where circumstances demand it, and where manifest 
benefits will result, they cheerfully co-operate with 
others. There are certain parts of the work common to 
all. In these, Baptists have readily joined hands with 
their brethren of other communions. Thus, there are 
none more hearty than they in the International lesson 
movement. Baptists are Independents. Some of them 
are Stalwarts. After a system of uniform lessons had 
come into very general use, a few Baptists undertook to 
provide independent lessons for the denomination. But 
the denomination did not call for them, and they were 
soon abandoned. They did not pay. 

Throughout the Northern states the International les- 
sons are in general use; and in the South, they are con- 
tinually gaining favor. 

Believing also that the printing press is a most power- 
ful agency for the promotion of Christian work, Baptists 
use it freely. Their central publishing house, in Phila- 
delphia, turns out enormous quantities of Sunday-school 
publications. The quality is believed to be in fair pro- 
portion to the quantity. Millions of volumes have gone 
from this house to the Sunday-school libraries of the 
land. Monthly, semi-monthly, and weekly papers are 
furnished for children and young people. The editorial 
management of these periodicals has had the highest 
commendation, and their mechanical execution is not 
surpassed by anything in their line. Nearly 6,000,000 
copies a year are issued. 

Since the real power of the Sunday-school consists in 
the character of its teaching, the publishing society gives 
special attention to “ helps,” for the better understand- 
ing of the Scriptures. At the bottom of this series are 
picture lessons and lesson cards, for young children, of 
which, last year, more than 10,500,000 copies were 
issued. Next to these are monthly lesson papers, and 
quarterlies, for older scholars. Of these publications 
the society sends out nearly 2,000,000 copies a year. 
A question book, of standard excellence, is also pub- 
lished, and many thousands of cepies are in use. The 
crown of the series is The Baptist Teacher. It nearly 
as old as the oldest of kindred publications, and is as 
good as the best. Its editor is one of the readiest and 
raciest of men ; its contributors are from the field of prac- 
tical Sunday-school work, and its lesson expositors are 
not inferior to any in the denomination, or out of it. 
The monthly issue of The Teacher is over 38,500 copies. 
To distribute this enormous amount of reading matter, 








[Vol. XXV., Fe 1. 

== Te 
besides the Philadelphia house, there are branch houses 
in New York, Boston, Chicago, and St. Louis. =a 

In addition to the publication of books and papers, 
the society has a system of agencies, by which schools 
are multiplied and improved. At each anniversary of 
the Society, Sunday-school questions and plans of work 
are considered. General conventions of Sunday-school 
workers have also been held in St. Louis, Cincinnati, and 
Boston. It has been found that representatives of dif- 
ferent sections of the country could be brought together 
more easily on the Sunday-school platform than on any 
other, and these conventions have done not a little tow- 
ard healing wounds caused by civil war. 

Sunday-school missionaries are also employed, whose 
fields are bounded by the states or territories in which 
they labor. These men establish new schools, and lift 
up schools already in existence, They scour the regions 
assigned them, and hold conventions, institutes, and other 
meetings. Moreself-sacrificing and efficient missionaries 
cannot be found on this side the globe, nor the other. 
They have organized more than 5,000 new schools, and 
of this number nearly 2,500 within the last ten years. 

Many schools are too poor to buy needed books. To 
sueh, the Publication Society, which is the Sunday- 
sohool Union of the denomination, renders aid. Nearly 
600 needy schools were in this way aided during the 
year 1882. The society seeks to aid and to develop. 
It therefore requires that the schools aided shall raise 
money equal to the amount given. 

In most of the older states the Baptist Sunday-schools 
have local organizations. Their object is the discussion 
of general Sunday-school questions, and the promotion 
of local Sunday-school work. 

The white Baptists of the South have organizations 
entirely distinct from those at the North. Their Sunday- 
school work is prospering. The colored Baptists in that 
region depend largely for Sunday-school improvement 
upon aid received from the North. In most of the 
Southern states Sunday school missionaries are laboring 
among the colored people. Nowhere are such mission- 
aries doing better service. They are multiplying schools, 
and lifting them up to a higher degree of efficiency. 

It is to be regretted that definite statements cannot be 
made in regard to the full number of Baptist Sunday- 
schools in the country. Baptists pride themselves in 
their liberty. They sometimes show it in the liberty to 
tell or not to tell what they are doing. Often the choice 
is not to tell. There is no central power to compel 
reports. As a result, many facts, which the public would 
be glad to know, cannot be given. The churches of the 
denomination are fully reported; the Sunday-schools 
only in part. So far as is known, the Sunday-schools 
number about 14,500, though the Baptist churches num- 
ber over 26,000. In the schools reported, there are, in 
round numbers, 120,000 officers and teachers, and over 
1,000,000 scholars. That these figures fall far below the 
numbers actually engaged in Sunday-school work is 
evident, since the membership of the Baptist churches 
is not less than 2,500,000. Conversions among the schol- 
ars are not reported till the converts have been baptized 
and have united with the churches. The number of 
such baptisms, last reported, was over 15,000 in a year. 

The outlook, everywhere, is full of hope and full of 
promise. Some of the best work the Baptists have done, 
has been done in the Sunday-school, and the denomina- 
tion still regards it as the right arm of its power, 











HOW SHE CONTRIVED IT. 


BY MRS. MARGARET E, SANGSTER, 


In a certain Sunday-school, no matter where, there 
was a class which had been the despair of successive 
teachers. One after another was frozen out by the 
elegance, or was it by the stiffness, of the half-dozen 
beautiful young girls who composed the exclusive circle. 
Bound together by congenial social relations, the young 
ladies remained, apparently indifferent as to whethe: 
they had a teacher or not, and equally polite and unin- 
terested with the new teachers who came from time to 
time, ad they had been with the old. 

The superintendent grieved over their lack of class 
feeling. They were in the school, and not of it. It was 
suggested to him to press them into the service as 
teachers. Thty, one and all, declined the office. Dur- 
ing the opening and closing exercises, they behaved 
with propriety, as grown-up girls should, and, when they 
had no one to teach them, they spent the time appointed 
for study in talking to each other, with evident enjoy- 
ment, but as evidently about anything else rather than 
the lesson. 

One day, a little, dark-eyed woman entered the school, 
and offered her services as a teacher. She stated that 
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she had recently come to live in the neighborhood, and 
wanted to work for Christ. 

“ We have a young ladies’ class,” said the superinten- 
dent, with some hesitation,—thinking, good man, of the 
rich and rustling silks worn by the class in question, and 
of the plain attire of the womaa before him. “ It is an 
unpopular class,” he continued ; “ nobody succeeds in it; 
but you might try it for te-day.” 

Looking in her direction a little later, he could hardly 
believe his eyes. The ice had melted. The class had 
forgotten itself over the Bible, and was a unit in its eager 
attention to the lady, who was speaking to them in a low, 
soft voice, and as if what she had to say was worth their 
hearing. And, yes indeed, he could see that they were 
asking questions as well as replying to them. 

Sunday after Sunday, the stranger, who soon grew to 
be a friend, was in her place; but erelong the six had 
grown to twelve, and then to twenty; and in three 
months the number had increased to thirty-five. A lit- 
tle unused room, not much more than a recess, was set 
apart for the class, which could no longer establish itself 
in its old quarters. 

The original six were as well dressed as ever, but very 
much less exclusive. For, among the additions to their 
ranks was a pretty German Bertha, who was a nurse in a 
neighboring family ; a Swedish Katrine, who was a seam- 
stress ; an Irish Nora, who lived as maid of all work in the: 
home of one of the deacons; and at least a dozen young 
women who earned their living in shops and factories. 

There was, besides, a teacher in one of the public 
schools, a young art student who had come from the 
country to pursue her favorite branch, and a pale girl 
who was writing for the papers. 

A more miscellaneous set could not have been imagined. 
Yet they did not seem ill-assorted. There was no pat- 
ronage in the manner of Floribel N., the judge’s daugh- 
tér, nor the least servility in the air of Dulcie W., who 
was folding sheets for books daily from eight until five. 

“Tell us your secret,” said some ot the teachers one day, 
to Miss——. It was at a little afternoon meeting of the 
lady teachers, informally assembled to talk over methods. 
“ How do you contrive to hold those girls?” 

“T have no secret,” was the reply. “I pray for my 
girls daily. I name each individual at some time every 
week, to my Master, and I study the lesson with my 
whole heart and soul, I try to make it a living lesson; 
not a story of the past, but a vivid stirring story for 
to-day. I try to find out what is back of each girl,— 
what homeinfluences she has, what are her surroundings, 
and to what key her life is set. Then I seek to discover 
whether she is happy or discontented, whether she feels 
herself of use, and what work she can do, and my con- 
stant refuge in every doubt and perplexity is my Saviour. 
1 know these young lives are very precious to him, and 
I cannot be satisfied to let them slip into worldliness, 
when they ought to cgnsecrated to him.” 

“But how did you conquer the caste feeling so 
eompletely ?” 

A light came into the dark eyes, kindling the expres- 
sive face into rare beauty. 

“JT think nothing about it. Caste must go down 
when the cross is the central thought. Why, Elsie D. 
brought Katrine in, having asked permission of her 
friend, who was Katrine’s employer; and Nora came 
because Katrine, who lived next door, asked her to; and 
Miss Jenny F., agifted young creature who is very much 
alone in the vast city, was invited by Carrie P., who also 
studies with Professor——-. Once we had set the ball 
rolling, there was no trouble. The only secret,” said 
the little woman, smiling, “ is that I bear my scholars on 
my heart night and day, that I set them at work, and 
that I get them to be wide awake with interest in the 
, Bible, which is the most interesting book in the world. 
‘ And then I trust in One who never breaks his word. 
He is with us always.” 





FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


WHAT THE ODD JOBS DID. 


A New Yan's Story. 

BY A. WESTON WHITNEY. 

“Tt is the Lord’s will, wife, and we can but submit,” 
said Nathan Holloway sadly. “I have prayed long ad 
earnestly that he would provide some way for us out of 
this great trouble; but he knows best, and he will be 
with us even when we have to leave the old home. I 
hope they won’t come to notify us to-day the first day 
of the New Year, and yet I suppose we might as well look 
this in the face first as last.” 





by the side of the chair to which for months he had been 
confined, “if you were well and strong, I should not 
mind leaving the dear old place so much; but I know 
how hard it will be for you, as you are, to make another 
place seem like home.” 

“Wife,” said her companion, laying his hand fondly 
on her head, “ with you by my side any place will seem 
like home. Do I not know how you have struggled and 
toiled so that we might stay here even until to-day? 
Where should we have been now, had you not #0 bravely 
taken things into your own hands;? I feel badly about 
Walter, for I had hoped to give him a good education ; 
but as God has seen fit to render me so helpless, it can- 
not be now, and we must try to find something for the 
boy todo. But, wife, we will not tell him of it to-day. 
Let us make it a happy day for him, so that when we are 
gone he may remember with pleasure the last New 
Year’s Day he ever spent here.” 

“Yes, Nathan, ’ve”— 

“There, wife, I see lawyer Turner coming up the lane. 
You had better go now. I did hope they would let us 
feel that the old place still belonged to us to-day, but 
God knows best.” 

“Nathan, I wish you would let me stay and see the 
lawyer with you.” 

“No, no, wife; I can stand this better alone.” 

His companion rose, pressed her lips to his brow, and 
left the room without a word. 

“Happy New Year!” said the lawyer, as she met him 
at the door. “Happy New Year!” he repeated as he 
entered the room where the invalid was awaiting him. 
“ Awkward,” he muttered, as though to himself. “It 
don’t sound right to wish a man that, when you’ve come 
to turn him out of doors, as you might say.” 

During this speech he had been fumbling over a bag 
of papers he had brought with him. - 

“Suppose you know what brings me here, Mr. Hol- 
loway?” he added, helping himself to a seat. 

“Yes,” was the reply; “you have come to notify me 
that the mortgage is to be foreclosed at once.” 

“Tsee you’ve kept track of dates, and so forth. I 
don’t often attend to such matters on holidays, but laid 
aside my rule for once and made a special case of this. 
I understand you are not prepared to pay.” 

“No, I am not prepared to pay.” 

“Pity you have not some friend to borrow the money 
from. Five hundred is a small sum to give up such a 
fine place for.” 

“T could not ask any one to lend me’money when 
there would be no prospect of my ever being able to pay 
back the loan.” 

“Wise, very wise; but your grandson might be able 
some day to pay it for you.” ® 

“Walter is but a lad,” wasthe reply; “and it would be 
long ere he could do it, nor would I be willing to burden 
his young life witha heavy debt. No, the old place must 
go. ” 

“ And yet,” said the lawyer, writing on one of the 
papers he had with him, “I am told it was for his father, 
to pay off some of his debts, that the place was first 
mortgaged. I don’t see why, when his conduct almost 
ruined you, you took upon yourself the support of his 
child.” 

“That is all a thing of the past now. You know that 
my son is dead.” 

“True, the original mortgage was two thousand, and 
you have paid up all but five hundred.” Again he 
busied himself with his pen. “Suppose you would have 
paid it all if you had not been disabled?” 

“T hoped to be able to do so, but God in his all-wise 
providence has seen fit to orderthings otherwise. When 
do you propose to offer the place for sale?” The old 
man’s voice was very sad. 

“Tt will not be necessary to offer it publicly,” was the 
lawyer’s low reply, “for I have privately found a future 
owner for the place, and it is that which has brought me 
here now.” : 

“When does he wish to come into possession?” 
asked the old man, thinking more of that than of the 
price that had been offered. 

“T think he would like to come into possession to-day,”’ 
said the lawyer, writing busily again. “I have brought 

all the papers with me.” 

“To-day, to-day!” said the old man, starting. 

“Yes, many people, you know, like to start things 


with the beginning of the New Year. Will you look 
over that paper?” 

Nathan Holloway took the paper handed him with 
trembling fingers, for it was a shock to him to think of 
passing over, that very day, the old place to a stranger: 
but, though his eyes grew dim at first, he bravely 





“© Nathan!” said his wife, as she fell on her knees 





would pierce his heart like knives. A frightened look 
passed over his face. A moment later he handed the 
paper back, saying sadly: 

“You have made a mistake, and given me the wrong 
paper.” 

The lawyer looked OE 0 ae ca eee NS 
it said: 

“No; if you examine it, yeu will find it properly made 
out and signed.” 

“ But it is a release of the mortgage, and is of no use 
when I have no money te pay it.” 

“ But suppose some one else has paid it for you!” 

“ There is no one to do that.” 

“On the contrary, there is; for it has been paid, and 
the release was made out yesterday,” 

“ What does this mean?” asked the older man ex- 
citedly. 

“Tt means,” was the reply, “ that your grandson, who 
is but a lad indeed, has paid off the mortgage, and he 
now sends his grandparents the release as a New Year’s 
offering.” ; 
“Walter! Walter! How”— 

“Listen, Nathan Hollaway! Two days ago your 
grandson—he tells me he is but thirteen—came into my 
office. He’s a bright-looking lad, and I have once or 
twice sent him on errands, and given him a trifle for it. 
It seems now, that, for the last year, he has spent his holi- 
days and all of his spare time in running errands and 
doing odd jobs for which he has received small sums of 
money, all of which he has carefully saved, so that 
when I opened the bag he brought me, I found these 
small sums had mounted up until they made one hun- 
dred and twenty-five dollars and fifty cents. He had 
heard, he said, that his grandfather must sell the farm 
unless he could pay some money he owed by the first of 
the year. He asked if what he had given me was enough 
to pay it, and I told him Yes, that the farm would not be 
sold now, and that I would come down myself and tell 
you so to-day.” 

“ But”—began the old man in a faint voice, and 
trembling again. 

“Wait a moment, I have more tosay. Never mind 
where the rest of the money came from. It has all been 
paid. What I have to say is this: Iam generally con- 
sidered a hard and crusty old bachelor. Perhaps I am; 
circumstances may have conspired to make me seem so, 
but I have a vivid recollection of my younger days. I 
know what it is to begin life with a clog and a weight 
dragging me down; I know what it is to fight and strug- 
gle against adverse circunistances. I have seen life in 
some of its harshest phases, and since I have been what 
the world calls wealthy, I have been called stingy and 
mean because I have refused to endow colleges and uni- 
versities, to found hospitals and pay off church debts. 
But I have had my own ideas about the disposition of it, 
or at least I have wished to use a portion of it in saving 
others from the struggles that beset so many in early 
life. Your grandson strikes me as one to whom I could 
lend a helping hand, feeling confident I would not regret 
it in the future. With your consent I will undertake to 
see that he is well educated, will send him to college and 
give him a start in life. As for you and your wife, you 
may live here as long as you need a home on earth, and 
you shall want for nothing. It was to tell you this that I 
have set aside my ordinary custom, and have attended to 
business on New Year’s Day. There, I am afraid I have 
told you too suddenly, after all,” and he went over to the 
side of the old man, who was trembling in a manner that 
alarmed him. 

“No, no,” was the reply; “call my wife, call my wife! 
Oh! I could bear trouble without her, but not this, not 
this.” 

“© Nathan, Nathan!” cried the wife, when she had 
been summoned, “ what is it?” and once more she fell 
on her knees by his side. 

“Itis joy, wife, joy! Tellher, please,”—turning to the 
lawyer. “I can’t, it chokes me.” 

Once again the story was told of what a grandson’s 
love had done, and, as he finished, the lawyer saw the 
tearful face of the wife raised to that of her husband. 
Then, as both heads were bowed, he stood reverently by, 
for he knew that prayers of thanksgiving were ascend- 
ing to the throne of grace. Even when he clasped their 
hands in token of farewell, there was no word spoken. 
Their hearts were too full for utterance. It remained 
for the grandson, who came shyly in not long afterward, 
to bring them to a full realization of the change in their 
prospects, © ° 

Was it a happy New Year’s Day? Ask any one of 
them, now that ten more years have passed away, and 
they will all reply alike that it was the happiest in all 
their lives, 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 
| First Quarter, 1883. 


1. January 7.—The Ascending Lord 


Acts 1; 1-14 





2. January 14.—The Descending Spirit 


Acts 2: 1-16 





3. January 21.—The Believing People..............Acts 2: 37°47 























4. January 2.—The Healing Power Acts 3: 1-11 
5. February 4.~—The Prince of Life Acts 3: 12-21 
6, February 11.—None Other Name Acts 4: 1-14 
7. February 18.—Christian Courage Acts 4: 18-81 
8. February %.—Ananias and Sapphira. Acts 5: 1-ll 
9, March 4.—Persecution Renewed Acts 5: 17-32 
10. March 11.—The Seven Chosen, Acta 6: 1-15 
il. March 18.~The First Christian Martyr...........000+ Acts 7: 54-60,and 8; 1-4 


12. March 25.—Review. 





LESSON III, SUNDAY, 


JANUARY 21, 1883. 


Titrte: THE BELIEVING PEOPLE. 
LESSON TEXT. 


(Acts 2: 


COMMON VERSION. 

87. Now when they heard this, 
they were pricked in their heart, 
and said unto Peter and to the 
rest of the apostles, Men and breth- 
ren, what shall we do? 

88. Then Peter said unto them, 
Repent, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, 
and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. 

89, For the promise is-unto you, 
and to your children, and to all 
that are afar off, even as many as 
the Lord our God shall call. 

40, And with many other words 
did he testify and exhort, saying, 
Save yourselves from this untow- 
ard generation, 

41. Then they that gladly re- 
ceived his word were baptized: 
and the same day there were ad- 
ded unto them about three thou- 
sand souls. 

42. And they continued stead- 
fastly in the apostles’ doctrine 
and fellowship, and in breaking 
of bread, and in prayers. 

43. And fear came upon every 
soul; and many wonders and signs 
were done by the apostles. 

44. And all that believed were 
together, and had all things com- 
mon; 

45. And sold their possessions 
and goods, and parted them to all 
men, as every man had need. 

46. And they, continuing daily 
with one accord in the temple, 
and breaking bread from house 
to house, did eat their meat with 
gladness and sing)eness of heart. 

47. Praising God, and having 
favour with all the people. And 
the Lord added to the church 
daily such as should be saved. 





87-47.) 

REVISED VERSION. 

87 Now when:they heard this, 
they were pricked in their 
heart, and said unto Peter and 
the rest of the apostles, Breth- 

88 ren, what shall we do? And 
Peter said unto them, Repent 
ye, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ unto the remission of 
your sins; and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

89 For to you is the promise, and 
to your children, and to all 
that are afar off, ecen as many 
as the Lord our God shall call 

#@ unto him. And with many 
other words he testified, and 
exhorted them, saying, Save 
yourself from this crooked 

41 generation. They then !that 
received his word were bap- 
tized: and there were added 
unto them in that day about 

42 three thousand souls. And 
they continued stedfastly in 
the apostles’ teaching and * fel- 
lowship, in the breaking of 
bread and the prayers, 

48 And fear came upon every 
soul: and many wonders and 
signs were done *by the apos- 

44 tles.* And all that believed 
were together, and had all 

45 things common ; and they sold 
their possessions and goods, 
and parted them to all, accord- 
ing as any man had need. 

46 And day by day, continuing 
stedfastly with one accord in 
the temple, and breaking bread 
at home, they did take their 
food with gladness and single- 

47 ness of heart, praising God, 
and having favour with all 
the people. And the Lord ad- 
ded ®to them day by day those 
that were being saved.* 





10r, having received 20r, tn fel- 
lowship Or, hopes 4Many an- 
cient authorities Jerusalem ; 
and great fear was upon all. 5Gr. 


For “those that were being 
saved” read “those that were 
saved” with the text in the marg. 
—dAm, Com. 





LESSON PLAN. 
Toric oF THE QUARTER: Power through the Holy Spit. 
Lesson Topic: Preaching with Power. 


1. The Common Promise, vy. 37-40. 
Lesson OUTLINE: { 2. The Common Fear, v. 41-43. 
3. The Common Possessions, v. 44-47. 


Goupen Text: Then they 
were baptized,—Acts 2 : 41. 


Darty Home Reapines: 


that gladly received his word 


M.—Matt.$:1-12. John the Baptist preaching with power. 
T, —Acts2;: 2942. Peter preaching with power. 

W.—Acts 4; 23-35. The apostles preaching with power. 

T. —Acts 6; 1-15. Stephen preaching with power. 

F. —Acts 8:1-12, Philip preaching with power. 

$, —Acts 18: 2643. Paul preaching with power. 

$. —Acts 18 : 24-28. Apollos preaching with power, 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 
I, THE COMMON PROMISE. 


1. The People Convicted: 


Were pricked in their heart, and said . 
me whom they have asereeh .. 


Shall look u 


sae cae meds? 
urn (Zech. 12 : 10), 


He... convict the world in respect of sin John 16 : 8). 
When § 


commandment came, sin revived, an 


I died (Rom. 7; 9). 


. unto the remission of your sins. 


Repent ye; for the kingdom of <i as ist pend (Matt. 3: 


Baptizing them into... Father 


If we confess our sins, he is faithful . 


Ui, The People Encouraged : 
1. The Promize. 


2). 
Ghost (Matt. 28 : 
ve John 1: :9). ” 


Ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
Beayod for them that they might receive the Holy Ghost (Acts 8 : 15). 
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okey esau them which heard the word (Acta 10: 4). 


spake with tongues (Acts 19: 6). 
2. The Heirs, 
ae oihcibtne hae ane eee nee end w 


I will potr out ' all flesh (Joe 
Scan tes aa Parte ets, and of the ¢ covenant Bie eon a’: + 25). 
Yo that onee were far pif are made nigh ty. 


IV. The People Exhorted : 
Save yourselves from this crooked generation. 


Ye potting of vipers (Matt. 8 :7). 
This adulterous and sinful generation (Mark 8 : 38), 
Behold your house is left unto you desolate (Matt. 23 : 38). 
Weep not for me, but .. . yourselves, . . . children (Luke 23 : 28). 
1, Men must be pricked in their heart before they can have the joy 
of salvation in their heart. 
2. The conditions of salvation—how easy! Salvation has only to be 


accepted. 
8. The conditions of salvyation—how hard! Each aoe wan repent; 
that is, turn from, his sin; and that is no easy matte 
4. Salvation is accompanied with the gift of the Holy Spirit, With- 
out his help, no one could conquer sin. 
6. The promise of — and the help of the Holy Spirit is to all 


«. The promis weet jon is a famil ding through 
vation isa covenant, exten 
er to the children. - . 

7. The exhortation, now as ever, is: “Save yourselves from this 
crooked generation.” 


Il, THE COMMON FEAR. 
1. The Converts : 
1. Their Baptism, 
That received his word were baptized . . . three thousand, 
Greater works than these shall he do (John 14 : 12), 
They enclosed a great multitude of fishes (Luke 5 : 6). 
The fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon (Psa. 72 : 16). 
A grain . . . if it die beareth much fruit (John 12: 24). 
2. Their Stead fastness. 
Continued steadfastly in the apostles’ fellowship . . . prayers. 
With all prayer . raying at all seasons in the Spirit as 6: ¥ a 


Continue steadfastly n peye:. . with thanksgiving (Col. 
That ye also may have owship with us (1 John 1: 8). 


il, The Multitude : 
1, The Fear. 
And fear came upon every soul. 
Great fear came upon . . . all that heard (Acts 5: 11), 
The fear of the Jews fell upon them ( Est. 8 ; 17 
Fear took hold on all: and they glorified God tinke 7: 15). 
2. The Signs. 
Many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. 
These signs shall follow them that believe (Mark 16 : 16). 
Ye shall receive _ when the Holy Ghost is come (Acts 1: 
Bringing sick fol and they were healed every one (Acts 16). 
1, Those who receive the word will im eve evidence of its reception 
by a public profession of their fai 
2. Those who receive the word will desire to fulfill all the ordinances 
laid upon them by our Lord. 
8. Those who receive the word will desire to unite in fellowship 
with other believers. 
4. Those who receive the word will be tested by the way they con- 
tinue in the word. 
6. Those who receiye.the word need to ay pe in waver and in 
the study of the word, that they may 
6. In ys as those who receive ihe ‘welll ae ’ faithful, will 
godly. fall upon others. 


III, THE COMMON POSSESSIONS, 
|. Divided Goods : 
Sold their possessions . .. parted . . . as any man had need. 
Neither was there amon em any that lacked (Acts 4 : 34). 
Not grudgingly ... for Soa loveth a cheerful giver (2 Cor. 9: 7). 


Sell Cnabowrer thou hast, and give to the Seri (Mark 10 ; 21). 
“e ye have the poor always with you (Mar 


ll. Undivided Hearts : 
ye oe + + + praising God. 
Them that believed were of one heart and one at (Acts 4: 82). 


Be of pe same mind ; live in peace (2 Cor. 13: 
God. . grant you to be of the same mind (Rom. 15: 5). 


Ul, Increased Numbers : ™ 
The Lord added to them day by day. 


I planted, Apollos watered: but God o the increase (1 Cor. $ : 6). 
Our sufficiency is from God (2 Cor. 3 
Preached everywhere, the Lord al with them (Mark 16 : 20), 
1, That church will surely be built up, whose members love each 
other enough to share with those who have n 
2. That == will — > be built up, whose members continue 
fastly in praising God 
8. That church will surely be built up, whose members pontine 
steadfastly in gladness and singleness of heart—showing that 
religion is a joy, and not emother burda: en. 
4. That church will surely be built up, for which the Lord works. 
6. No church is built up of itself—the sia alone can add those to 
its membership who ary being saved. 





LESSON BIBLE READING. 


REPENTANCE, 
1. Its Necessity: - 
Commanded to all b oy God (Acts 17 : 30). 
See TTL oo 
ecessary e on of sin (Ac 
Sogie allan tant aes We att. 9 : 18). has 
Necessary to obtain life (Acts ze a 
Necessary to salvation (2 Cor. 7: 10). 


2. its Causes: 
The operation of the Holy Spin Spire i Gon ig: 
The on 0 
Christ exal ve (Acts 6: 81). . 
(Ror “4 2: a 


The goodies of ou God (1 Kings 8: 47; Rev. 8: 19). 
Selly sorrow Ghee? tity 


3. Its Manifestations: 
enti oe. 7:14; James 4: 9, 10). 
mfusion ( (Ezra 9: 615; "Jer. Sl: 19; Ezek. 16: 61, 63; 


§. 
mM Ges 42:6; Luke 18: bap. 
Confession (Lev, 26; 40; Job 83 ; 27, 28 
Faith (Matt: 21 : ‘2: “Mark 1:15; Acts 20: 21). 

yer (1 Kings 8: 33: Acts 8 : 22). 

eo ear from sin to God (1 Sam. 7: 8; 2 Chron. 6: 26; Acts 


20). 
Guile aoe ee path of duty (2 Cor. 7: 11). 


4, its Assurances: 
The Lord is nigh to them ofa broken heart (Psa. 84: 18; 51: 17). 
He healeth the broken in heart (Psa. 147: 8). 
He will turn to them who turn to him () — is oh 
Whoso forsaketh sin shall find mercy wed Giaxt 3; Isa. 65: 6). 
yf that mourn shall be comforted oe 
If we confess, he will forgive (1 John 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


InTERVENING Events.—Our last lesson stopped just at 
the beginning of Peter’s sermon—the present lesson begins 
just at its close. A clear summary of the points made in the 
sermon is giveu in the introductory part of Dr. Woolsey’s 
poles, 








Traee.—Pentecost, fifty days from the resurrection of Jesus; 
ten days after his ascension ; probably’ June, A. D. 30. 

Pxiace.—Jerusalem; a house where all the «believers 
were assembled (verses 1, 2). 

Prrsons.—Peter as spokesman for the apostles ; the apos- 
tles; the people convicted of sin and changed into joyful and 
steadfast believers. 

CrrcuMSTANCEs.—Our lesson shows the effect of the first 
apostolic sermon. The sermon had been severe and search- 
ing, and thoroughly fortified with quotations from the Old 
Testament. The object of the sermon had been to prove that 
“this Jesus whom ye crucified,” God had made both Lord 
and Christ. The result of the sermon was a fulfillment of 
the promise: “Ye shall receive power, when the Holy Ghost 
is come upon you.” 


CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY THEODORE D. WOOLSEY, D.D., LL.D. , 


The address of Peter, as here condensed in verses 17-36, 
consists (1,) of a memorable prophecy of the prophet Joel, in 
which an outpouring of the Spirit of God, attended with 
spiritual gifts of various kinds, is predicted. This day of 
outpouring of the Spirit is to be accompanied by diverse 
celestial signs, preceding the great day of the Lord’s coming, 
and portending judgment. From this judgment, whosoever 
shall call penitently on the name of the Lord, that is, shall 
call on Jesus to save him from his ’ins, shall be saved. (2.) 
In applying this prophecy to the present state of things, the 
apostle preaches Christ as God’s messenger confirmed by 
miracles which God wrought through him, but crucified by 
the hand of the ungodly, and then raised by divine power 
from thedead. (3.) He then cites the sixteenth Psalm to show 
that David had there foretold this resurrection of one of his 
seed (25-28), in a passage which could not be fulfilled in the 
case of David himself, who died and was buried, and had not 
been raised from the dead. (4.) But it was fulfilled in Jesus, 
who was raised from the dead, of which the apostles wert 
witnesses, who, being raised on high by the power of God, 
was pouring out this spiritual energy which was brought to 
their eyes and ears: (5.) And David, who had not gone up 
into heaven himself, testified to this when he said, “Sit theu 
at my right hand, till I shall make thy foes thy footstool.” 
(6.) The conclusion was, “let the whole house of Israel know 
that this Jesus whom ye crucified is Lord and Christ,’— 
the Lord spoken of in Psalm 110, and the Christ or anointed 
one, as spoken of in Psalm 2. In brief, Jesus of Nazareth 
whom ye slew, is God’s Christ, raised from the dead and up 
into heaven, as we bear witness, and from heaven causing 
this outpouring of the Spirit. 

Verse 37.—The result of Peter’s discourse. And when they 
heard, they were pricked in the heart: The verb here used is 
found nowhere else in the New Testament, but occurs in the 
Septuagint, Psalm 109: 16, Genesis 34: 7—And said unto 
Peter and the rest of the apostles: Peter was the spokesman, but 
he spoke for his fellow-apostles also. Compare verse 14, 
supra, “ Peter standing up with the eleven” others. They 
form constantly a council with united authority. Compare 
especially 6: 2.—Brethren, what shall we do: In the Author- 
ized Version the words men, brethren, are translated men and 
brethren ; in the Revised Version men is omitted. This use of 
man is confined to Luke’s writings. In such a case as Acts 
3: 14, a murderer, the Authorized Version had to give up its 
plan of translation, and in 7: 2 they make three classes 
instead of two (men, brethren, and fathers), but the Revised 
Version has brethren and fathers. In 15: 23 the word 
“brethren” follows, and the sense seems to be “the apostles 
and the elders, brethren,” that is, who are brethren in Christ. 
The question, What shall we do? is explained by the preced- 
ing words, pricked in the heart, which mean more than com- 
punction in English ; they denote trouble of heart from fear 
of impending evils, and a sense of sin in many of them as 
having rejected Christ when he was on earth. 

Verse 38.—And Peter said wnto them, Repent ye: The word 
said gives place to says in some authorities, and follows unto 
them in some and repent in others. Others omit it altogether, 
which is not common in the New Testament style. Repent 
includes, besides sin in general, the especial sin of rejecting 
Christ, if not of assenting to his crucifixion — And be baptized 
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of - 
your sins: That is (the change of thestate of their minds being 
assumed as taking place first), “come each of you and be bap- 
tized” in or upon the name, etc. In or upon the name denotes 
in trust or reliance on the name; and the name denotes the 
qualities of the Saviour and anointed one, Jésus Christ, 
which justify his titles. The preposition here used, and 
properly meaning upon (that is, here, with trust, or reliance 
on), is used nowhere else with the word baptize in the Greek. 
Unto the remission of your sins denotes the result of the repent- 
ance—or penitential faith leading to baptism.— And ye shail 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit: That is, the Holy Spirit or 
sanctifying Spirit as a free gift. Repentance for sin with 
such a profession of your faith as will proclaim you to be 
believers in Christ, will bring with it, or be followed by, the 
Holy Spirit. Does this imply that the first act of repentance, 
followed by baptism, was not caused by presence of the Spirit ? 
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Or does the promise mean thst they shall have the same gifts 


which the apostles and other believers had received on that 
day? To the first of these questions it may be answered that 
repentance, involving change of life and purpose, and the 
effort to break away from sin, was a fruit of the Spirit, as no 
apostle could have doubted ; and to the second that the gift 
of the Spirit included both ordinary and extraordinary influ- 
ences. It does not seem to be the thought of Peter that every 
believer should have every gift—and this, certainly, was not 
true of the early Christian Church, but that diverse gifts 
would be imparted to diverse members of the church. 


Verse 39.—For to you is the promise, and to your children: He 
refers to the promise contained in Joel 2: 28-32. “I will 
pour out my spirit on all flesh; and your sons and yonr 
daughters,” etc.— And to all that are afar off: This refers to the 
Gentiles, as is shown in Joel, supra, verse 32, “ whosoever 
shall call on the name of the Lord shall be delivered.” Then 
the prophet divides the deliverance between that granted to 
those who were in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and that 
bestowed on “the remnant whom the Lord shall call.” The 
same expression occurs in Ephesians 2: 17, “ preached peace 
to you that were afar off, and peace to them that were nigh,” 
that is, Gentiles and Jews. So Ephesians 2: 13, “ye that were 
once far off.” It is no objection to this explanation that Peter 
had not yet fully received the great truth of the calling of the 
Gentiles. As Alford observes, against Meyer (in loco), he 
noy believed in their conversion, but not as Gentiles without 
receiving Jewish rites and ordinances.— Even as many as the 
Lord owr God shall call unto him: That is, shall call to him- 
self, so that they shall be partakers in the fellowship of the 
gospel. 


Verse 40.—Save yourselves (or be saved) from this evil genera- 
tion: That is, from the evils or doom impending over this 
evil generation. The idiom is thus the same with being 
saved from wrath. 

Verse 41.— They then that received his word (or they, there- 
fore, having received or after receiving, his word) were baptized. 
And there were added (to the Christian body) in that day about 
three thousand souls, The addition denotes nothing more than 
the formal addition by baptism or confession of faith. This 
rite was performed, as in other cases, by helpers principally 
(comp. John 4: 2, Acts 10: 48, 1 Cor. 1: 14-17). In this 
rapid introduction into the Christian body, there was no time 
for instruction in the faith, and,as has been remarked by 
others, there was an admission rendered possible for many 
evils. The great rapidity with which baptism must have 
been performed, and the want of conveniences, if not of water, 
must have rendered immersion of the whole body impossible 
(comp. Alford in loco). 

Verse 42.—And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ teach- 
ing and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and the prayers: 
There are several particulars in this verse which are uncer- 
tain. Fellowship cannot mean, as Alford explains it, the hav- 
ing things in common, nor be joined with the breaking of bread, 
as if the two combined denoted the common breaking of the 
bread of the supper; nor can it mean the giving of alms to 
the poor Christians. It must mean in the recognition of the 
close tie binding Christians together,—the breaking of the bread 
can mean nothing but the celebration of the Lord’s Supper ; 
but of the organization at the beginning, how the members of 
the body were divided up, we can affirm nothing. The 
probability is that, to a great extent, the foreign Jews and 
proselytes that had not left Jerusalem, being without fami- 
lies, united in masses and partook of the Lord’s Supper, from 
day to day, in a very informal manner. The prayers: the 
distinction between the prayers and prayer seems to mean that 
the former mean the public prayers in which Christians 
joined together, at several places, it may be, at the same time, 
so as to give room to all believers to have some place of 
meeting. The prayers, we soon learn, may have been offered 
up in the temple itself, more or less. 


Verse 43.— And fear came upon every soul. Every soul seems 
to mean every one, the whole population of Jerusalem, espe- 
cially those who had not joined the body of the believers. 
Something wonderful, even awful, had taken place, many 
knew not exactly what at first, but a general awe spread 
through society ; and many wonders and signs were done by 
the apostles [in Jerusalem, and great fear was upon all]. The 
words in brackets appear neither in the Authorized Ver- 
sion nor in the Revised Version. They are adopted by 
Tischendorf with some excellent manuscripts, and rejected by 
others. The one insertion—in Jesusalem—seems to be use- 
less ; while the other is a mere repetition of “ and fear came 
on every soul,” occurring in verse 43. The words translated 
came and were done, are in the imperfect, and express con- 
tinued action. Every one was in a state of awe, and signs 
and wonders kept taking place through the apostles. It is 
remarkable that Luke knows of no other miracles at this 
time save such as it was given to them to perform. 

Verses 44, 45.—And all that believed were together. This 
concentration of wonder-working power in the hands of the 
apostles increased the marked prominence which the day of 
Pentecost had tended to secure to them. The believers were 
kept together by the very circumstance that the bond of 
walen, the crucifixion of Christ, was the crime of the Jewish | 











union or compromise with the Jewish leaders or their cause 
was for a time possible. The new and strange events since 
the resurrection and ascension might have caused a sudden 
political and religious revolution, if the events had been of 
this world ; but the new gospel of Christ was so peaceful, and 
so full of hope, that it kept the converts from all aggressive 
action, while it associated them closely together.— And had all 
things in common, and they sold their possessions and. goods, and 
parted them to all, as any man had need (comp. 4: 32; 5: 1-4). 

This approach towards community of goods is so remark- 
able an event, and has such a bearing on a tendency of the 
same sort in very different circumstances, and under thesway 
of principles very unlike those of the early Christians, that 
it may be useful here to give to it some little length of con- 
sideration, We remark then first that it was temporary. 
There is no evidence that, whatever it was, it continued in 
the Christian Church. In the epistles of Paul there are no 
signs of such an institution or of such a practice. Nor do 
such signs appear anywhere in the New Testament or in 
early Church history. 

Again it was local. We find the Christians of Antioch 
contributing for the needs of those at Jerusalem when a dearth 
was foretold as about to take place, in the reign of the 
Emperor Claudius, about 44 A.D., and the churches in 
Macedonia and Achaia sending pecuniary assistance to the 
poor believers at Jerusalem, some fifteen years afterward 
(about 59 A.D). There may have been possibly a commu- 
nity of goods in the holy city so late as when the epistles to 
the Romans and Corinthians were written ; but the contribu- 
tions sent to Judea by those churches in Grtece which 
came clearly from individuals, according to their means and 
willingness (2 Cor, 9: 6, 7, etc.,) show that there was no such 
community there, and that the Christians, at the holy city at 
least, did not help each other in an adequate way. The 
silence itself, also, of Paul in the epistles to the Corinthians 
and elsewhere, gives some proof that even at Jerusalem there 
was then no such mutual help known. 

And still further, whatever was done then proceeded from 
the love and pity of individuals, without any compulsion 
or organic law of giving. “ While it remained, was it not 
thine own, and when it was sold, was it not in thine own 
power ?” says Peter to Ananias. 

The community of goods, so far as it existed at Jerusalem, 
may be fairly accounted for by a condition of things existing 
nowhere but at Jerusalem. The first converts were made up 
more or less of foreign Jews and proselytes, many of whom 
must have stayed over from the passover until Pentecost. 
Some, no doubt, went home soon after believing, called by 
family duties; but others must have stayed under the influ- 
ence of new convictions in order to be near the centre of 
Christidh light and truth. Of these, some soon became desti- 
tute, but could not look for help to the party opposed to 
Christ and the gospel. A number, also of Jewish residents, 
at Jerusalem, in embracing the gospel must have lost or 
abridged their means of living. It is possible too, that some, 
in whose minds there was not a just balance between feeling 
and duty, may at an early day have conceived of the day of 
Christ as at hand, and have become unfit for the labors of 
life. Compare 2 Thessalonians 2: 2; 3: 10. Thus, until 
Antioch became a new and probably a more opulent centre 
than Jerusalem, the burdens on the more opulent Christians 
were great, and could not be met by Jews residing there with- 
out great self-denial and extraordinary measures. This 
may have served to shut out from the church some who loved 
their money more than they did Christ, and thus have increased 
the amount of poverty in the church. Such being the state 
of things, conjectures deriving the communistic spirit from 
the Essenes, or from the spirit of the times, such as was shown 
among the therapeute of Egypt, do not deserve any serious 
attention. All that can be said is, that the institutions of the 
Jews, at once closing them against persons of other lands 
and religions, and binding them together by a close tie of 
brotherhood, naturally rendered it easier for rich and poor 
Jews to become united in a community where the humane 
precepts of the old laws could be carried out according to the 
especial needs of the time.— And parted them to all, according 
as any man (or any one) had need: How this distribution took 
place we can infer from chapter 6, where the necessity of 
better plans for aiding poor Christians becomes apparent. 

Verse 46.—And day by day continuing stedfastly with one 
accord in the temple, and breaking bread at home: The last 
words are translated after Erasmus and othérs by the Author- 
ized Version from house to house. The better sense is in pri- 
vate houses or in private. The sense is, then, that they 
neither neglected the daily public service of the temple, nor 
the more private gatherings where the breaking of bread, or 
the communion, as instituted by Christ, in private houses. 
We must suppose that in order to meet the needs of the 
Christians, stated places, houses containing large upper rooms, 
were regularly opened by their Christian owners under the 
direction of the apostles. The sacramental bread and wine 
were pertaken of daily, and with them exhortation and prayer 


| were probably connected. Thus 'we see that, as Jews, they 
showed no siga of disregarding the stated service of the | 








necting him with daily life, being acloser bond and memorial 
thanany of the old rites, gave Christianity the advantage ; it 
became mixed up with daily life, cherished a stronger feeling 
of brotherhood, and prepared the way for a time, when the 
public service might cease, and when Jew and Gentile might 
become one.— did take their food with gladness and single- 
ness of heart: We are not to infer that they partook of all 
their meals together or in detachments, but of the supper 
only. The word translated singleness (of heart) seems to be 
found nowhere else in Greek writings except here. 

Verse 47 continues 46.—Praising God and having favor 
with all the people: This favor seems to have come from their 
unusually devout lives, especially from their frequent attend- 
ance on the temple service. 

Verse 48.—And the Lord (that is, Christ) added (was add- 
ing, keep adding) to them day by day those that were being saved : 
There are two points of difficulty in this passage. First, the 
phrase denoting together (to the same place, taken together 
Acts 1; 15; 2: 1) is joined in earlier texts and by earlier 
interpreters to chapter 3: 1, “But Peter and John were 
together going up.” Again in Authorized Version the church 
is inserted in the clause added to the church with very little or 
no authority. To join together with Peter and John is objec- 
tionable, as giving to it an emphasis which is uncalled for. 
But to translate it by to them, as the Authorized Version does 
(following Alford’s explanation in the sense of making up 
one sum), is objectionable as giving it a strange unwonted 
meaning. And yet, if something like the church is not in- 
serted the sense seems imperfect. I must believe that together, 
in the sense of one and the same time, or in company, prop- 
erly belongs to chapter 3: 1, and that the particle de follows 
together as being equivalent to one word, although in the 
Greek three words make upthesense. Those that were being 
saved: here the participle is in the present tense, and prob- 
ably means those that from time to time were saved or brought 
into a state of salvation. It thus conforms to was adding, 





_ PLEASANT PROGRESS. 


BY CHARLES 8. ROBINSON, D.D. 


If a homily were to be prepared upon the general theme 
of the life of a Christian church, and it should be thought 
advisable to take the closing verse of the second chapter of 
the Acts, the last clause, for a text, and to use for an illustra- 
tion the beautiful picture of those early believers as they 
were grouped together on the day of Pentecost, then it ought 
to set forth at least four particulars suggested in their order 
by the form of words employed: “ And the Lord added to 
the church daily such as should be saved.” 

I. All true progress in church life is wrought by the power 
of the Holy Ghost: “The Lord added.” David sang that 
long ago (Psa. 127: 1). Zechariah repeated it (Zech. 4: 6). 
Paul acknowledged it (1 Cor. 3: 6, 7). 

Il. A church consists of a company of saved believers 
independent of organic form. The word “church” here is 
not in the Greek of the better texts; the Revised Version 
says “to them,” and adds in the margin “together.” The 
church of Pentecost was very slenderly organized. 

Ill. The abiding presence of God’s spirit is what renders 
all genuine progress permanent: “The Lord added daily.” 
That is the best church which never has and never needs a 
revival. 

IV. Those only who are real Christians are the valuable 
additions to a church’s growth: “The Lord added such as 
should be saved.” This is very faulty ; Alford says, “saving 
themselves.” The Revised Version is better: “that were 
being saved.” 

But now there would have to be added to this enumeration 
another particular taught in the context: any church’s true 
progress might be discovered by the plainest signs of spiritual 
increaSe. These signs have been grouped with singular suc- 
cinctness in the verses which close the chapter: (1.) Teach- 
ableness of temper. (2.) Community of spirit. (3.) Regard 
for ordinances. (4.) Charity of feeling. (5.) Cheerfulness 
of devotion. (6.) Usefulness of zeal. To illustrate these is 
our purpose now. 

1. The teachableness of those early Christians is the more 
remarkable because of the violence of their prejudices hith- 
erto. The large body of them must have been Jews, edu- 
cated under pressure of pharisaical punctilious and tradi- 
tional enactments. Now they instantly gave up the spiteful 
opposition of their previous training, came straight to the 
apostles, and continued in their “teaching.” The turning 
point was reached, the revolution made, in that critical 
moment when they first called these hitherto despised 
preachers “ brethren,” and asked them what they should do. 

From a recent report, issued by the Young Men’s Christian 
Association of Brooklyn, the announcement is quoted : “ Less 
than one-tenth of our young men are in the churches aad 
Sunday-schools ; this statement is made after the most care- 
ful investigation.” Where are the young men? The report 


answers, “In the city there are two thousand five hundred 
and sixty-seven licensed liquor saloons, and four hundred 
| and ninety-one licensed billiard and pool tables, besides hum- 
dreds of places where gambling and other vices are indulged 











temple ; but the simple institution of the Lord’s Supper, com- «. 
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in; the vast majority of the patrons are young men.” The 
result of such a condition of things has only to be added 
to make the report complete: “In one of our largest 
state prisons two-thirds of the inmates are men, and two- 
thirds of these are under twenty-six years of age.” Now, 
we submit, it is time that young men were gathered into the 
churches, and put under Christian teachigg and prayers as 
they used to be. 

2. The community of spirit suggested in the word here 
rendered “ fellowship” must have grown out of the instant 
recognition of the rule, “a place for every man, and every 
man in his place.” One of the most successful preachers in 
modern times, being asked how he was able to accomplish so 
much good in the course of a year, replied: “It is not I that 
do it, but the church I serve; I preach as hard as I can on 
Sunday, and then I have seven hundred members who go 
out and preach every day of the week afterwards.” 


8. The obedience to order in the observance of ordi- 
nances, by which these primitive Christians were character- 
ized, is indicated by their habit of breaking bread from house 
to house, and by their patient attendance upon public prayers 
in the temple. They used the means of grace as if they had 
perfect confidence in them. Twice we meet this word 
“daily;” the one answers to the other; they “ continued 
daily with one accord,” and “the Lord added to’them daily.” 
They did not sit down to plead for another Pentecost to come, 
nor waste any time in longing for a new outpouring of the 
Holy Ghost; they went straight along in their efforts for 
souls, satisfied with the “ power” they had. 


One of the soberest of our religious weeklies gave us this 
paragraph just a little while since: “I have a friend in the 
ministry who is always laboring for a revival. On one occa- 
sion he found a field of which he complained that he could 
do nothing with it. There was located there a long-estab- 
lished church of several hundred members; this overshad- 
owed everything else, and they had never had any revival, 
and the people did not understand anything about one, and 
he could not arouse any interest in his usual plans fora grand 
awakening. I was attracted at once to that congregation, 
and I began to wish I was its pastor. A church that never 
had a revival, because manifestly it did not need one, and 
which had so leavened and pervaded the community that 
there’was nothing left for a revivalist to do! -And a look at 
the last annual report shows that this good old church is still 
holding on its way, increasing in numbers and strength.” 
Indeed, this is very fine, and God be thanked ; but there is 
room for improvement in many cases, most likely. 


4. The charity of feeling suggested in the description of 
these Pentecost believers, is shown in their disposal of the 
goods they owned in order that they might best aid the poor 
among them. It is not necessary that we should commend 
this actual communism in that early body of people; circum- 
stances were very different just at that crisis of affairs; the 
practice was never offered for our imitation, and does not 
appear to have been kept up very long even in that age. 
What we notice most is the spirit of liberality in their 
behavior, 

Once in a most lively prayer-meeting the preacher who 
was presiding prayed: “O Lord, help all of us to trust thee 
with our whole souls!” And a hundred voices responded, 
“Amen!” Some alsoshouted, “ Lord, grant it!” and “ Amen, 
amen,” all over the room, Encouraged by such sympathy, 
he went on: “Help us all to trust thee wholly with our 
bodies!” And then the people cried, “Amen!” as heartily 
as before. Now the exalted sense of consecration rose to its 
height, and he prayed again: “Oh, help us to trust thee 
wholly with our money!” And it is actually reported in 
private circles since that not a man had a word to say then. 


5. The cheerfulness of zeal which was characteristic of 
that freshly constituted thurch is disclosed in the words 
spoken concerning their habit of eating their meat “with 
gladness and singleness of heart.” This expression refers to 
their ordinary. customs at home as contrasted with their pub- 
lic observances in the temple previously noticed. Their 
entire Christian life was pervaded with a liveliness and zeal 
which almost rings in the air; they were moving around in 
peace and joyousness. 

6. So we come, finally, to the usefulness of service in the 
primitive church, which made them popular even with the 
arrogant world around them. “Praising God, they had 
favor.” Rentember that a great throng of three thousand 
undisciplined communicants had been suddenly thrown upon 
the small company of a hundred and twenty. Yet there is 
no hint of any insubordination, no hesitation in activity, no 
churlishness in contribution. No sign is there of the apos- 
tle#’ pride in authority, nor does any one shirk his fair share 
of duty because of there being so many. 

We have been reading the account of a dream, which a 
certain minister says he dreamed. He appeared to be hitched 
to a carriage, and he was attempting to pull it along. He 
reached a point not far from his church ; but the mud seemed 
to grow deeper and deeper, the vehicle drew so heavily that 
he gasped for breath, and almost sank down exhausted. This 
struck him as the more inexplicable, because, looking back, 
he saw the entire congregation behind the carriage, appar- 





ently pushing it on. But the longer he tried, the harder the 
labor became, till finally he was forced to step and examine 
the difficulty. He went to the rear where he supposed his 
helpers were. But nobody could be found. He called, but 
got no answer. He repeated the call again and again, but 
there was still no reply. By and by one voice spoke to him 
by name. Looking up, whom should he see but one of his 
deacons gazing complacently out of the window! And, on 
going to the door of the carriage, what was his astonishment 
to behold the whole congregation sitting quietly inside! And 
the tired man, who relates the story, asks plaintively enough 
at the close of it, “ Do you suppose this was all a dream?” 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


W hen they heard this, they . . . said, .. . What shall we do? 
(v. 37.) That’s a good question for everybody to ask, after 
hearing asermon. But that is not the commonest question 
at such atime. There are ten sermon hearers who will ask, 
or who will answer, the question, How did thé minister 
preach? where there is one to ask earnestly, What am I 
going to do about this matter? And there are not less than 
five to one who will tell what their neighbors, rather than 
themselves, ought to do about this. “ Pentecostal preaching” 
is a favorite theme with church-members ; but there is not so 
much said as there might be about Pentecostal hearing. 
Pentecostal hearing prompts the hearers to say with all their 
heart, “ What shall we do?” 

Repent and be baptized, every one of you (v.38). There are 
always two things incumbent on any evil doer: first, the 
turning away from his sin with all his heart; and then the 
giving some proof of his changed mind. If I have wronged 
another by word or act, I ought to be grieved over my fault ; 
and I ought to show him, whom I have wronged, that I am 
grieved. An open acknowledgment of one’s fault is as 
clearly a duty as is a mental admission of that fault. Be 
sorry, and show you are sorry. It is not enough for any sin- 
ner to repent of his sin; he is in duty bound to make a frank 
acknowledgment, in God’s approved way, of his dependent 
trust in Christ, and of his fellowship with Christ’s people. 
“ Repent, and be baptized.” 

To you is the promise, and to your children (v. 39). God’s 
promises are to us, but not to us alone. Our faith ought to 
be for ourselves; but not for ourselves only. God’s promises 
to us extend to our children also. Our faith ought not to 
stop short of the limit of the promises: it should include our 
children with ourselves. If a parent or a teacher cannot 
have faith, an abiding faith, in behalf of the children given 
of God into his charge, he is not fitted to be either parent or 
teacher. He knows not the Scriptures nor the power of God. 

Save yourselves from this crooked generation (v. 40). That 
looks as if a man ought not to be carried to hell by his sur- 
roundings. Many a man has lived in a crooked generation, 
and adapted himself to it most completely, And many a 
man has lived in a crooked generation, and kept straight all 
the way through it. If your generation is crooked, that is 
no reason why youshould be. But if you would keep straight 
in this generation, or in any other, you have got something 
to do about it. Your responsibility is for yourself, in spite 
of your generation. If your generation is crooked, see that 
you don’t crook with it. “Save yourselves from this crooked 
generation.” 

And all that believed were together, and had all things common 
(v. 44). That was oneness in both faith and works, in belief 
and practice. It is said that this “Christian communism” 
was an experiment of the early church, growing out of the 
peculiar state of the times, and the peculiar dangers of the 
disciples; and that it is not the thing for to-day. But is it 
to be inferred from this, that the early church found that 
loving harmony between fellow church-members was an un- 
wise or an undesirable state of things? At what period of 
the Christian dispensation was it ascertained that members 
of the same local church were not to speak to one another 
unless they had been regularly introduced? It is admitted 
on all hands that the literal communism of the apostolic 
church is not to be expected, or perhaps to be desired, at the 
present day. But is there no vestige remainitg of the spirit 
of that communism? Is there nothing like Christian unity 
to be looked for in Christ’s church to-day? T'haé is a ques- 
tion well worth thinking about! 





TEACHING HINTS. 
* BY M. C. HAZARD. 

The first words of our lesson, “ Now when they heard this,” 
make it necessary for the teacher to present asummary of the 
sermon of Peter, that it may be seen what was heard, and 
what it was that produced such a powerful effect. The objec; 
of the sermon was to produce a feeling of guilt and of fear on 
the part of the hearers, by proving that the one whom they 
had crucified was their Messiah, and was now on the right 
hand of power on high. The occasion of the sermon was the 
mocking affirmation, “They are filled with new wine.” In 
replying to this, Peter showed: 1. That the allegation was 
absurd, on account of the earliness of the hour. 2. That the 
signs which they beheld were but the fulfillment of prophecy. 





3. That this which they saw and heard was the pouring forth 
of the Holy Spirit by an ascended Christ. Under this last 
division, Peter, first, affirmed the resurrection of Jesus; 
second, proved the fact to be in accord with prophecy ; third, 
asserted that of the resurrection himself and his companions 
were witnesses; fourth, declared that the presence of the 
Holy Spirit was of Jesus’ sending from on high; fifth, 
showed that Jesus’ ascension was foretold by David; and, 
lastly, made the application: “Let all the house of Israel 
therefore know assuredly, that God hath made him both 
Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom ye crucified.” The 
teacher will note how much the effect of the sermon is due 
to the cogency of the presentation of the resurrection and 
ascension of Christ. 


I. The Common Promise.—1. The people convicted. (1.) 
“They were pricked in their heart.” The purpose of the 


/ sermon had been accomplished. Peter had intended to 


wound, in order that the Holy Spirit might make alive. The 
keen knife first, and then the healing balm, is the way that 
physicians find it necessary to treat many a patient. No 
wise physician, minister, or teacher, deals out balm only. 
Note, that on the first manifestation of the Holy Spirit was 
fulfilled that prophecy made by Christ: “And he, when he 
is come, will convict the world of sin,” etc. (2.) “Brethren, 
what shall wedo?” Observe, that the apostles are “Gali- 
leans” no longer, but “brethren.” Though his speech had 
been severe, yet Peter had made the impression that he was 
not seeking to terrify merely, but to save; that, though he 
hated the sin, he loved the sinners. “ What shall we do?” 
indicates on the part of the people a perception of their guilt 
and their danger. It is the question that every worker for 
Christ loves to hear. 


2. The people directed. Peter commands the people to do 
two things. (1.) “Repent.” Especially of the sin of reject- 
ing Christ, but of all other sin besides. Baptism, and all 
other rites of admission into the church, are of no avail, ex- 
cept as preceded by true repentance of sin. (2.) “Be bap- 
tized,” etc. That is what every new convert should do— 
show to the world, by being baptized, that he belongs to 
Christ. Nothing is said to the people by Peter about faith, 
for he sees that they have been led to believe in Christ. 


3. The people encouraged. Peter promises the people two 
things. (1.) Remission of sins. “If we confess our sins, he 
is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Any one can 
safely pledge remission of sins upon condition of true repen- 
tance and faith in Christ. (2.) The gift of the Holy Ghost. 
One tan have not only the assurance that his sins are for 
given, but also have the inner companionship and help of the 
Holy Spirit. As authority for this last pledge, Peter cited 
the fact, that the promise was to them, and to their children, 
“ and to all that are afar off,” even as many as the Lord our 
God shall call unto him.” Here, first, is the national cove- 
nant ; second, the family covenant ; third; the universal covenant. 
How wide was the outlook of the gospel upon the day ot 
Pentecost ! , 

4. The people exhorted. “ With many otherwords.” Peter 
was determined to make sure of those who had been con- 
victed by hissermon. This was that after-sermon work that 
often proves so profitable. “Save yourselves,” etc. No 
minister or teacher can do more than point out the danger 
and the way of escape. 


Il. The Common Fear.—1. The converts. (1.) They that 
received Peter’s word and were baptized numbered “ about 
three thousand souls.” This was in accord with Christ’s 
promise: “Greater works than these shall ye do; because I go 
unto the Father.” Marvelous as were the works of Christ, 
what one of them begins to compare with this pentecostal 
ingathering of souls? (2.) Theconverts continued steadfast : 
1. In the apostles’ teaching. They both learned and put into 
practice. 2. In the apostles’ fellowship. The brotherhood 
of the saints was established upon Pentecost. 3. In observ- 
ing the Lord’s sufferings, thus bringing often before them 
the Lord’s death””—condemning men no longer. 4. In the 
prayers. “Behold he prayeth” is the sign of the true 
convert. 

2. The multitude. (1.) The fear. “ Fearcame upon every 
soul.” Every revival witnesses the same prevailing feeling. 
Many souls are aroused and alarmed besides those who come 
into the kingdom. Alas that the fear in so many instances 
subsides without result! (2.) The signs. “Many signs and 
wonders were done by the apostles.” That indicated not only 
power in the apostles, but faith on the part of the people. No 
miracles without faith. 


ItI. The Common Possessions.—1. Divided goods. The con- 
verts proved that their conversion was genuine by the use 
they made of their possessions. Their property, evidently, 
was consecrated with themselves. How could Zaccheus bet- 
ter have shown that he truly was converted than by exclaim- 
ing: “The half of my goods I give to the poor!” (Luke 
19:8.) But observe: the charity of the believers was dis- 
criminating. They parted, “according as any man had 
need.” Dead-beats were not encouraged. Every fellow- 
convert was a brother to be cared for as one would care for a 
brother. “The poor ye have always with you.” 2. Undi- 
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vided hearts. Where goods are divided after that fashion, 
there are undivided hearts. They were “with one accord :” 
1.—In the temple—worshiping. 2—In their joy. “They 
did take their food with gladness and singleness of heart.” 
3.—In their praise. They were all “ praising God.” How 
full of praise is the heart of a new convert! 3. Increased numbers. 
(1.) They had favor with all people. Their unity, godliness, 
gladness, and affection for each other gave them favor with 
the people. A church with these traits always will commend 
itself. (2.) “The Lord added to them,” éte. No church 
really can add a soul to its membership. Paul may plant 
and Apollos water, but God only can give the increase, Let 
the church be right, and act right, and the Lord will con- 
tinually add to its roll those thatare being saved. Here were 
no blank pages in the register of births. The Lord added to 
them “day by day.” 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 


BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Recall briefly the incidents of last lesson, the outpouring of 
the Spirit, the wondering crowds, and Peter’s speech. Were 
the people angry with Peter for telling them of their wicked 
hands and hating hearts,—for calling them murderers of the 
Holy One? “They were pricked in their hearts.” What 
does that mean? Sin brings a sting ; they felt that they were 
guilty, they knew they helped to crucify Christ, they were so 
distressed and ashamed their sorrow was sharp and stinging, 
like a prick or wound in the flesh. 

What the people said.—They once hated these disciples 
because they were friends of Jesus, now they called them 
“men and brethren.” In their trouble and shame they 
asked, “ What shall we do?” Could they undo their wicked 
work? Would crying or tears bring back the meek Saviour 
who prayed for his enemies? Would the sharp, pricking 
pain in their hearts make them any better? 

What Peter said—He told of the one cure for all sin. 
Repent : that was what Jesus preached—repent. What is it 
torepent? ‘To turn from sin and turn to God, to hate what 
they had done that was sinful, to be truly sorry, not because 
it brought them trouble, but because it was sin against God, 
to be so sorry as to turn away and never be willing to sin any 
more, to ask God, for his Son’s sake, to forgive and keep them 
from sin. Peter made it very plain. “ Repent,” he said, 
“and be baptized.” Did he say this to a few of the leaders of 
the people? “ Every one of you,” he said,—not one but needed 
to repent; “be baptized, confess your sin, and take Jesus 
Christ as your Saviour.” To be baptized is a sign that, as 
water can wash away stains, so, because Jesus shed his blood 
and died, believing in him will forgive and save from sin. 
Peter said, “ Be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, for the 
remission of sins.” To remit is to put away and keep away; 


the remission was putting away, forgiving their past sins, and: 


helping to keep from sin if they trusted in Jesus as a Saviour. 

When you are in trouble because you have done wrong, 
when your little heart is heavy, don’t you love to rest in 
mother’s arms, and let her comfort you, and promise some kind 
way to keep you from trouble again? Just so is this sweet 
religion we all can enjoy. God the Father says in the Bible, 
“ As one whom his mother comforteth, so-will I comfort you.” 
So Peter preached that Sabbath day at Pentecost in Jerusa- 
tem. He gave them promises surer than his own words, 
firmer than the rocks and hills, clearer than the blue sky 
over their heads or the sun shining in the sky. “ Ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Hadn’t they just seen the 
pouring out of the Spirit on the disciples? They were still 
wondering at the gift of tongues and the words of Peter’s ser- 
mon. Were they, too, to receive this gift? Peter could not 
give it. Had he any right to tell them so? They could not 
doubt that Peter's word rested on the everlasting promise 
of God; it was written in several places in their own Scrip- 
tures, they had often seen the parchments unrolled and heard 
the words read. They had seen the promise fulfilled before 
their own eyes that very day. Those who would repent and 
be baptized should receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. Peter 
told them more. “For the promise is unto you.” Was that 
all? “ And to your children.” Was there ever such love as 
that? A few weeks before, when Pilate washed his hands— 
you remember why—they said, “ His blood be upon us and 
our children ;” and yet here was Peter preaching repentance 
through that blood and forgiveness, and the gift of the Holy 
Spirit to them and to their children. Was thatall? No, no. 
Every little child to-day was meant in that promise,—“ to all 
thatare afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.” 
Miles and years are nothing in God’s way; he made all the 
world, and holds the stars in his hands, and yet he sees every 
little brown sparrow that falls to the ground, and hears the 
hungry young ravens when they cry. Will he not watch and 
keep your precious soul? His promises are for every one of 
us, for they reach to the ends of the earth and the end oftime. 
Was there not some word for you in Peter’ssermon that day ? 
What does it bid youdo? What does it promise you shall 
receive? Didthe mockers stop the work that day? 

What the people did.—“ They gladly heard.” How quick 
the joy of repentance can take out the prick of sin. About 
three thousand were added tothe number who believed in 





Christ. Two hundred waited and prayed before Pentecost ; 
how many thousand more believed that day? They believed 
and were baptized, in whose name? Was it only repentance 
for the time? They continued steadfastly, they stood fast; 
Jesus, by the gift of his Spirit, stood by every one, and held 
them fast and firm, doing right in his name and for his sake. 
A blessed happy church begun that day. A few weeks before, 
only twelve disciples, and one of them a traitor, sat in the 
upper -room while their Master spoke farewell words as he 
broke the bread with them. When three thousand joined 
the apostles, the rich helped the poor, for they sold their lands 
and goods to provide for the needy. They went daily to the 
temple, praying with one heart, and broke bread joyfully 
together from house to house, rejoicing in their new love for 
Christ and for each other. Could anything but true repent- 


| ance and faith in Christ, with the help of the Holy Spirit, 


have so changed them? Will it so change hearts and lives 
to-day? How is it with your own? 





y BLACKBOARD HINTS. 





THE WIDENING PROMISE. 


IN THE OLD TESTAMENT; 


TO ABRAHAM, 
TO HIS SEED, 
TO THE GENTILES BLESSED IN HIM. 


IN THE NEW TESTAMENT: 


To You, 
AND TO YOUR CHILDREN, 
AND TO ALL THAT ARE AFAR OFF, 
LET US FEAR, THEREFORE, LEST. 
BEING LEFT... ANY ONE... 
SHORT OF IT. 


..A PROMISE 
+ SHOULD... COME 











HINTS FOR LESSON HYMNS. 


“ Come ye, sinners poor and wretched.” 
“ Return, O wanderer, now return.’ 
“Come, humble sinner, in whose breast,” 
“ Come, weary souls with sin distressed.” 
“ Just as I am, without one plea.” 

“ Depth of mercy, can there be.” 

“T was a wandering sheep.” 

“ Lord, how secure and blest are they.” 
“Blest be the tie that binds.” 

“ Let saints below in concert sing.” 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 


Who, on the occasion of Peter’s first sermon, evidenced the 
Holy Spirit’s power in the application of truth? (Title.) 
To whom was baptism then administeged? (Golden Text.) 
What condition of heart warrants the reception of baptism ? 
(Acts 8: 36, 37.) Have you believed and been baptized, or 
are you guilty in one or both of these respects? 

What is the cry of the human soul when convicted of sin 
before God? (Acts 2: 37.) Give another illustration of this 
truth (Acts 16: 29, 30). What truth was it which pricked 
the hearts of many in Peter’s audience? (vs. 22, 23, 32, 36.) 
Were they the devout Jews, or the scoffers who were pricked 
in their hearts? How alone can a sin-burdened soul find 
rest? (v. 38.) What is it to repent of sin? Give an exam- 
ple of one who repented of his crime, but did not repent of 
his sin? (Matt. 27: 3-5.) Howcan you make this distinction 
very clear to a child? Give an example where “repent” 
means only a changed state of mind, or course of action. 
(Gen. 6: 6; Psa. 106: 44, 45.) How broad was the promise 
of the gift of the Holy Spirit? (v. 39.) Does the word 
“children” here refer to those of tender years, or to those of 
Abrahamic blood? How many nationalities are referred to 
in this verse? To how many generations: does the promise 
belong? What are the manifestations of the Holy Spirit 
at the present day? How do the little children receive the 
benefit of this gift? Is it possible, or impossible, to maintain 
a Christian walk in the midst of sinful surroundings? (v. 40.) 
Give an example? (Gen. 6: 5, 9.) How can the sinner save 
himself? Illustrate. (Num. 35:11; Heb. 6:18.) On whom 
then does the responsibility of a lost soul rest? “How soon 
did the early converts receive the two ordinances which Christ 
has enjoined upon all who believe on him? (vs. 41, 42.) 
Should their observance be regarded as a question of con- 
venience, or of principle? Is the attendance of the weekly 
prayer-meeting a question of convenience, or of principle? 
Is fear a state of mind to be coveted or conquered? (vy. 43; 
Psa. 111: 10, with 1 John 4: 18.) What was God’s object in 
permitting signs and wonders to be wrought by the apostles? 
Is the power granted to any at the present day? What evi- 
dence have we of the harmony of spirit and freedom from 
covetousness which prevailed among the early Christians? 
(vs. 44,45.) How long did the custom of a common treasury 
exist in the church? Relate some of the difficulties which 
arose from it? Give the arguments for and against such 
a custom at the present day? How does a man’s conver- 


sion affect his relation to his possessions? How much of our | 
means should we devote exclusively and directly to religious | 


purposes? What will be our general tenor of mind when ~ 
conscience commends us in all these sacred duties ? (vs. 46, 47.) 





ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H,. HALL. 

At the outset we encounter an Orientalism in this lesson, 
which needs to be explained lest the reader should go on the 
wrong track, and find something in the Bible which is not 
there. It is nothing more nor less than the expression “they 
were pricked in their heart.” That is one of those expres- 
sions which tempt the modern interpreter to expand and 
amplify in various directions, and in some manner find justi- 
fication for those inward acts of penance which inborn super- 
stition is continually struggling to substitute for faith and 
love as evinced by works meet for the new heart. But the 
expression is nothing more than the Septuagint expression 
in Psalm 109: 16 (grammatically modified to fit the context), 
which our English version renders “the broken in heart.” 
Thus the two English expressions are to be considered as 
parallel expressions for tht same thing; put different ways, 


_| doubtless for the understanding of different people, or for 


different ways of looking at the same thing. Meritorious 
inward stings, or “ compunction” in its etymological sense, is 
not to be thought of. It is the breaking down of the self- 
trusting spirit, which makes one ready to ask “ what shall wé 
do?” and it is here described by one of its possible accom- 
paniments or accessories. The smitten, the broken, the 
pierced, or the stung at heart, are, in Bible language, only 
different phases for the same essential thing. One part of 
“the old man” receives a mortal wound. Of course the 
“heart” means the inward man in general. 

A little clearer idea of the effect upon Peter’s Oriental 
audience (and they were all devoted Jews) may be seen by 
noting the context of his quotation, in verse 39, of Isaiah 
57:19. The whole context in Isaiah 57: 15-21, shows clearly 
enough the spirit meant by “ pricked in their heart,” and how 
the Jewish hearers would understand Peter’s application of 
the promise to men of their state of mind. All would be very 
plain to them ; and though in this place the whole is perhaps’ 
« little obscure to one who has only the English to aid him, 
it is as well to avoid searching for mysteries about a matter 
which in other connections is made plain toeverybody. The 
opening chapters of the Acts are crowded with just such 
things: half-lights tothe modern English reader, but plain 
enough in their place and time, enlightening the Jews on 
the basis of their own training, language, and habits of 
thought. Thus, incidentally, all this part of Scripture bears 
evidences of its historical truth such as no late forger conld 
imagine. In all this, too, comes out the pertinence of the 
historian’s word “testi‘y,” in verse 40. Peter testified before 
a jury who had many more qualifications for judging than 
appear on the surface. 

It is scarcely necessary to note the Hebraism “ souls,” for 
“ persons,” in verse 41; but it may be necessary to remeraber 
that the word “soul” in verse 43 properly means no more. 
But just here it is fair to reflect that familiar as is the 
expression “ received his word” in English, we probably owe 
it to this Greco-Oriental scriptural source. To “take one’s 
word,” in English, is with us a stronger expression, perhaps ; 
but it is stronger only by reason of its native brevity. It 
implies or suggests more, but it expresses less. 

Examples of having all things in common, such as is nar- 
rated in verses 44, 45, are not very common in the East 
except under the pressure of war. In such necessity am 
pressure we find that that means has been more than onc 
resorted to. To. give even one example in proper detail 
would require more space than could here be given. And 
very naturally, such a state of things, especially when a 
community was on a war footing, would require, sooner or 
later, the appointment of special officers or stewards to over- 
see the general distribution. In the old Syrian chronicles 
we see some such examples. But that condition of matters 
has to come about in part, in almost every famine and war, 
whether here or elsewhere. 

The “ breaking of bread” is an Oriental idiom for begin- 
ning a meal; most especially among the Jews, for “ the meal 
begins with the blessing and the breaking of bread” by the 
master of the house. Indeed. tae request to ask a blessing at 
the beginning of a conference sometimes took the form, 
“ Master, break bread for us.” Hence the pertinence of the 
article, “the,” in verse 42, where both “the breaking of 
bread and the prayer” denote respectively the Christian 
ordinance of the Lord’s Supper and prayer in the name of 
Jesus. So likewise the leaving off of the article in verse 46 
has its pertinence, where “ breaking bread” perhaps refers 
to the ordinary meal, in the common idiom, but any way, 
refers to a thing now made familiar. Perhaps, for caution, 
it is better to add that this idiom strictly means only the 
beginning of a meal; and that its extension to cover the 
wh®le meal belongs to the figurative use of language. For 
my own part, however, it seems to me that the Lord’s Sup- 
per is meant in both verse 42 and verse 46. The Syriac in- 
terpreters, also, seem to have understood both in the same 





sense. At all events, the phrase implies the blessing at the 
beginning of the meal—or whatever else it was. 
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BOOKS. 


A Doubdti ey." 9 -¥ Laney. 12mo, py. vill, 608. New York: 
Macru Go. Price, 

Au e Poiei Giese Edited by A. C. Morzow. 16mo, pp. xil, 
ew York: N, Tibballs & Sons. 


Mc. Isaacs: a tale of Modern India. By F. Marion Crawford. 12mo, pp. 
$16. New York: Macmillan & Co. Price, $1.00. 


Young Folks’ History of re ay Seasese: A. Ober, 16mo, illus- 
trated, pp. ix, 544. Boston: D. Lothrop & Co. Price, $1.50, 


The Golden Altar: Sema of living faith. By Jose; D.D. Small 
16mo, bP 168. New York: Anson D.  tandoiph Co. Price, 
cen 


Wreaths and Gems, By the Rev. Matth Galley fessor in the 
R. . P. "st Gale cal Seminary, Philadelphia, iémo, ‘pp 38. Philadel- 
phia : ' 


The Hork n pan Robert Bloomfield. With illustrations by 
ome raikshank. nare 8vo, colored illustrations, pp. 48. New 
ork: Macmillan & Co. Price, $1.50. 


The Pally Words and Doctrin nal Texts for the year 1883 and Doctrinal 
ts of the Moravian Church. i6mo, . 262. Bethlehem: The 
previa Publication Office, Price, 3 cen 


Household Stories. From the oeeten ofthe BrothersGrimm,. Trans- 
lated from the German by I Crane, and done into my ~ by 
bf aad Crane. lémo, pp. x, 269, ew York: Macmillan & Co. Price, 


Bite Readl oe the Acts of the Apostles, for Mothers’ Meetings, etc. 
ck Locker author of BIbIe —— from the Gospel. 
Iino, Pi bp, ie London; The Religio: ety. New York: 





For the past ten years Professor William C. Wilkin- 
son has taken a deep interest in the character and fame 
of Daniel Webster, and has studied his works with 
thoughtful care, and with an unfading conviction that 
the attacks upon his statesmanship have been unjustified. 
The principal result of these affectionate investigations 
has just been offered in Webster, an Ode, which Professor 
Wilkinson put forth on the occasion of the centenary of 
the great orator’s birth. In fifteen divisions, covering all 
the leading events in Webster’s life, the author depicts 
Webster’s character as shown in his private life and pub- 
lic acts. No such ambitious ode has been written on an 
American theme since the appearance of Lowell’s Com- 
memoration Ode and Stoddard’s Odes on Lincoln. In 
form, Professor Wilkinson follows neither the Pindaric 
nor the Horatian model, nor yet that set by Dryden; but 
in varying metres, fitted to varying subjects, chronologi- 
cally rehearses the chief events in Webster’s life, mak- 
ing the form follow the changing need. The reply to 
Hayne is described in blank verse, while the account of 
the Dartmouth College case suggests Tennyson’s Charge 
of the Light Brigade, in such lines as these: 

He charges to the judges’ seat ; 
Onset of argument, 
Volley of precedent, 
Tempest of eloquent 
Logic and learning blent, 
Deluging blows on blows, 
He overthrows his foes. 
Her foes are overthrown, 
Dartmouth will have her own. 
The ode contains fine lines, for instance : 
“The public hand should wreathe this public brow.” 
“ For conscience was as guide 
And prophet to his pride,” 
“ Glorious in the awful beauty of Olympian form and face.” 
To majesty become pathetic now.” 
“ He loved thee, State, with self-postponing love.” 
“ At length through him at leisure to be just.” 
“ All in a temperate air, a golden light, 
Rich with October, sad with afternoon.” 
Whole passages, such as that describing Webster’s death, 
are fine, and sustained on a high plane of thought and 
expression, Infelicitous lines, however, are not lacking. 
(4to, cloth, pp. iv, 122. New York: Charles Scribner’s 
Sons. Price, $2.00.) 


While it can hardly be claimed that there is a lack of 
histories, of recent times, in English literature, such his- 
tories are neither so numerous nor so excellent as to 
make the presentation of another to the English reader a 
work of supererogation. Dr, Wilhelm Miiller’s Politi- 
cal History of Recent Times, which is now presented in an 
English dress by the Rev. Dr. John P. Peters, at the 
request of President Andrew D. White, late minister at 
Berlin, differs from such works as McCarthy’s History 
of our Own Times and McKenzie’s The Nineteenth Cen- 
tury in devoting much space to the history of political 
events on the continent of Europe and comparatively 
little to those of England and America. The translator 
has considerably enlarged the history of recent English 
politics, but he has discreetly dropped out the references 
to American history, The work starts with the period 
immediately succeeding the battle of Waterloo, and the 
story is brought down to 1881. The volume is a bulky 
one, even in its present abridged form, and it gives more 
space to side-issues than is necessary, although it is 
perhaps inseparable from a close study of European 


high order of excellence, and if it is objected that the 
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politics with their infinitely delicate shades of diplomacy, 
that the student should attach undue importance to the 
eddies created by the current. As it stands, the volume 
is by far the most condensed political history of the times, 
while it is comparatively free from the dry bones of bare 
statistics. The work of translation has been done with a 
noteworthy freedom from German idioms. (12mo, cloth. 
New York: Harper and Brothers. Price, $3.00.) 


Almost every writer of school histories falls into one of 
two errors,—he either overloads his book with petty 
details, and so makes a general view of the progress of 
history next to impossible, or he epitomizes unmercifully 
and succeeds only in gaining conciseness of the dry as 
dust order. President P. V. N. Myers, in his Outlines of 
Ancient History, has succeeded as well as could be 
expected in avoiding both errors. These outlines are 
only outlines; but they are outlines, not of.a skeleton, but 
of the living form. Elegance of phrase and exactitude 
of expression are not sacrificed, as is so often done, to the 
demand for compression at any price. The great facts in 
the history of the principal nations of antiquity are told 
in such a way as to show the currents of progress and 
civilization. The period embraced is fromthe beginning 
of Egyptian history to the collapse of imperial Rome. 
The judicious use of bold-faced type in the titles makes 
reference easy. It is true that the index is not so full as 
might have been wished, but this is an objection which 
applies to nine out of ten books. (12mo, pp. xv, 484. 
New York: Harper and Brothers. Price, $1.75.) 


Mr. Edwin A. Abbey, the editor and artist of Selec- 
tions from the Poems of Robert Herrick, evidently believes 
that a poet who abounds in quaintnesses and conceits 
should be quaintly illustrated. The fantastic designs, 
accompanied by single poems of Herrick in equally fan- 
tastic lettering, which appeared from time to time last year 
in Harper’s Magazine are fair specimens of the general 
scope of Mr. Abbey’s work. The collection includes the 
best of Herrick’s short poems; notably those on rustic, 
pastoral, and amatory themes. The designs are of a 


eye tires of the constant “quips and cranks” in the 
illustrations, it is sufficient to say that in this the artist 
is true to the author; for who could ever read Herrick 
through at asitting? This folio, with its excellent typog- 
raphy and its quaint designs, is just the book for the 
parlor table, but it would be out of place in the sober 
reading-room. (Folio, pp. 188. New York: Harper 
and Brothers. Price, $7.50.) 
? 

Cook-books are numerous, and books of advice about 
housekeeping are not infrequently found in my lady’s 
chamber, but the little green-covered manual for schools, 
published by the Kitchen Garden Association, of New 
York, is unique. It is entitled Household Economy. It 
takes up successively the kitchen, the laundry, the din- 
ing-room, chamber-work, house-cleaning, etc., treating 
simply and carefully the ordinary routine, and the sey- 
eral processes by which the work of a house is done. In 
the form of questions and answers, it tells children how 
they are to do the various things which must be done to 
keep a home clean, orderly, and attractive. Trained 
housekeepers will insure trained servants, and the next 
generation, the rich and the poor, will be better off and 
happier than this generation has been, if the principles 
which this little volume attempts to elucidate are studied 

they should be. (12mo, pp. viii, 145. New York: 
Ivison, Blakeman, Taylor, & Co.) 


Dr. Mary J. Studley, who spent part of her busy and 
useful life in teaching, and part as a physician in the 
practice of her profession, left many to lament her when 
death closed her earthly career. As resident physician 
and teacher of the natural sciences in the State Normal 
School, Massachusetts, she found out What Our Girls 
Ought to Know, and had an opportunity to tell those who 
were under her instruction many facts about their bodies, 
and the care they should receive. These lectures, famil- 
iar, delicate, and straightforward, should be read and 
studied by young women. They cannot but be profited 
by the information and the suggestions with which they 
are crowded. Mothers and teachers might learn some 
useful things by consulting Dr. Studley’s volume. (12mo, 
pp. xiv, 261. New York: Funk and Wagnalls. Price, 
$1.00.) 





LITERARY NOTES AND NEWS. 

January is proverbially a dull month for the maga- 
zines, but this year the proverb is belied. The Atlantic 
has the first part of Mr. Longfellow’s Michael Angelo, a 
poetical Summer Pilgrimage by Mr. Whittier, an After- 
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Dinner Talk by Oliver Wendell Holmes, who resumes 
the autocracy of the Atlantic table, and Chance Days in 
Oregon by H. H., besides the second installment of Haw- 
thorne’s The Ancestral Footstep.. The Century Maga- 
zine also treats its readers to a fragment of Hawthorne, 
in A Peep into Hawthorne’s Workshop, which is of 
interest in showing how the novelist made up his 
characters. The Debt of Science to Darwin; Dr. Eggles- 
ton’s first paper on the Planting of New England, and 
Mr. Cable’s Who are the Creoles? are worth a careful 
reading. Harpers’ has the first of a promising series of 
Artist Strolls in Holland by the competent pen of Mr. 
George H. Boughton. Of the three papers on the 
Revision of Creeds with which the North American 
Review opens, Dr. Newman Smyth’s is the only one 
which commends itself as a really thoughtful attempt to 
discuss the question at issue. The other two papers are 
vaguely “ liberal.” 


A very interesting catalogue of specimen works from 
the library of Mr. 8. Brainard Pratt, of Boston, has been 
printed for private circulation. Its mechanical execu- 
tion is beautiful, besides being generous and rich in plan. 
It opens endwise, like a legal document, is printed on 
one side of the paper only, has an illuminated title, and 
various illuminated initials done by hand. In addition 
to the formal matter of a catalogue it contains, here and 
there, a pertinent extract, prose or poetical; and it is 
embellished with sundry illustrations, the last being a 
miniature engraving of the compiler’s residence—Brook- 
side. The works catalogued comprise anumber of which 
a private collector might justly be proud. Chief in the 
collection are Bibles, or parts thereof, mahuscript and 
printed ; but a rich addition consists of manuscripts from 
the far East, comprising a valuable and select collection 
of such writings as are esteemed sacred. From the 
Hebrew Pentateuch to the Book of Mormon, from the 
Dutch Missal to the Koran, from the Vulgate with De 
Lyra’s postils to the sacred books of the Buddhists, the 
range of the collection is as wide as its items are curious 
and instructive. One of the rarer and more valuable 
single pieces is the facsimile, full size, of the inscription 
made by the first Syrian missionaries to China, dated 
A.D. 781; of which a translation of the Chinese is given 
in the works of Dr. 8S. Wells Williams, and of the Syriac 
in Athanasius Kircher’s Prodromus Coptus (Rome, 1636), 
and more accurately in Assemani’s Bibliotheca Orientalis 
(Rome, 1719). The catalogue enumerates six Hebrew 
manuscripts, two Latin, one of a portion of the Samari- 
tan Pentateuch, six Sanscrit and other Indian manu- 
scripts, with others well deserving notice. It is alsorich 
in facsimiles, as well as printed Bibles, ancient and mod- 
ern, in many languages. The whole occupies thirty- 
eight pages of about the ordinary octavo size. 





WORK AND WORKERS. 


FOREIGN SUNDAY-SCHOOL ASSOCIATION. 


Sunday-school progress in China was the chief topic 
at the December meeting of the Foreign Sunday-school 
Association. Mr. Mills, missionary, in north China, 
of the American Presbyterian Missionary Society, gave, in 
answer to the questions of members of the Association, 
details of the work in that country. Native Protestant 
Christians in this great empire have, since 1844, increased 
from one to 30,000. In Mr. Mills’s own field the increase 
has been from five, in 1861, to 1,005. The Sunday- 
school with which he is connected was commenced by the 
Rev. Dr. Mattire, a few years ago, under great disad- 
vantages. As there was then absolutely no religious 
literature in China, he and Mr. Mills wrote out a series 
of questions on the Gospel of Mark, and caused eight or 
ten copies to be made every week for the use of the dif- 
ferent teachers. Later, Dr. Mattire became the owner 
of a hand-press, and made forty or fifty copies of ques- 
tions on Genesis, going through the whole book in this 
way. Now, the International Sunday-school lessons, 
translated by a committee of various denominations into 
the Mandarin,—a language spoken by at least 150,000 of 
the people,—are published at Pekin, and used by all the 
Sunday-schools at the north. It is the best book yet 
published in the country, but it has errors, and a new 
edition is needed, published in a lessexpensive city than 
Pekin, and translated into the various local dialects of 
Shang Hai, Ning Po, Son Chong, etc. 

The Chinese nation is not a musical one, but the chil- 
dren are fond of singing Moody and Sankey’s hymns, a 
collection of which has been made and translated by 
Mrs. Mattire. They always sing flat on semitones, how- 
ever, and this fact has to be considered in the selection 
oftunes. There are about eighty scholars in Mr. Mills’s 
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school, which is held, Sunday afternoon, in a new church 
built in 1870, the teachers being either church elders 
or advanced scholars of the secular school; and in addi- 
tion to these, Mr. Mills teaches a class of about twenty 
men and ten women who may be called outsidtrs, some 
of whom have received the gospel and led their own rela- 
tives and neighbors to Christ. Mr. Mills spoke also of 
the great value of the Sunday-school paper, started some 
four years ago by Mr. Farnham with the help of the 
Foreign Sunday-school Association, to the work of 
evangelization in China, and- of the great need of the 
creation of a religious literature for that country. 

From Buenos Ayres the Rev. F. Fletcher reports that 
the Methodist Episcopal Mission Sunday-school there 
has an average attendance of two hundred and fifty chil- 
dren, mostly from the poorer classes. To accommodate 
this number much larger premises have just been taken. 
Mr. Robert Stuart, of Lisbon, to whom the Foreign 
Sunday-school Association made a grant of 720 copies of 
its little Sunday-school paper, for gratuitous distribution 
in Spain and South America, speaks of the great impor- 
tance of this work, especially in Brazil, where there are 
absolutely no religious books within the reach of the 
people. The Rey. Mr. Menzies of Lisbon, whose school 
receives two hundred of these papers, speaks in much the 
same strain; with the exception of one important and 
long-established mission station, reported by Mr. Men- 
zies as discontinued for lack of the yearly sum of $150 to 
meet expenses, all the Spanish and Portuguese stations 
are doing well. 

Reports of good progress continue to come from Ger- 
many. Miss C. Meyer maintains, and teaches alone, a 
large Sunday-school in Darmstadt. Besides this, she 
gathers, on Wednesday evenings, twenty of her elder 
Sunday-school girls, who knit stockings for the poor, 
while she reads to them. The Rev. Mr. Lauscher’s 
Sunday-school, in Steinau, has been greatly blessed. It 
has now more than three hundred scholars and fifteen 
teachers; the girls being divided into classes of from 
twelve to fifteen, the boys from fifteen to twenty. A 
teachers’-meeting is held on Saturdays. 

The first Sunday-school ever established in Roumania 
was reported on this occasion. It was commenced Sep- 
tember 1 by Pastor Vinsard, who supports himself and 
his wife and children on a salary of $325 a year, and has 
not much to spare for Sunday-school matters. Mr. Roth- 
mayer, of Klausenberg, reports that the long-expected 
Hungarian Sunday-school hymn-book will soon be ready 
for use. 

Mr. Bréckelmann’s monthly letter is of more than 
common interest. He announces the appointment or 
Pastor Witt, of Havestoft, as traveling Sunday-school 
agent for Schleswig Holstein. He describes the observ- 
ance of the universal day of prayer for Sunday-schools, 
October 16, at Berlin. The speakers were the court 
preacher Schrader, Baron Dean Golty, and the military 
chaplain Hahmett. And he encloses a report of the 
annual Sunday-school conference in Stuttgart, held Sep- 
tember 28, 1882. Three hundred teachers were present, 
mostly females, from all parts of Wurtemberg, and were 
presided over by the Dean-general Dr. Burke, assisted 
by the two secretaries for Home and Foreign Missions, 
After the preliminary business, an earnest, encouraging 
address was delivered by the Rev. Thomas Knapp, cover- 
ing twelve important points connected with Sunday- 
school work, which may be said to constitute the plat- 
form of the convention. An amicable discussion followed. 
In the evening, eighty teachers, who were not obliged to 
leave by train, remained together, and interchanged 
experiences. It was decided that in future all teachers’- 
meetings should begin with hymn singing. 

The Rev. Mr. Dalton, superintendent of the oldest 
Sunday-school in Russia (established in St. Petersburg 
in 1878), has 291 scholars, a library of 855 volumes, and 
a weekly sewing-school for girls. The children support 
a children’s hospital in Russia, contribute to the main- 
tenance of a school in Beirit, and support a native 
scholar in Jerusalem. There are eight German Sunday- 
schools in St. Petersburg, not, of course, very popular 
with the Russians. On the first Sunday in Advent, 
every year, these all meet in the only church large 
enough to hold them, and have a united service, the 
teachers remaining afterwards to converse and take tea 
together, 








WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 


—At the tenth annual convention of the Oregon 
State Sunday school Association, the statistical secretary, 
Mr. Amos W. Bower, presented an approximately com- 
plete scheme Of the Sunday-school statistics of the 
state. The number of Sunday-schools is set at 290; 





with a total membership of 14,432, of whom 1,990 are 





OMickes ahd tendher’. The number of scholars reported 
as received into the church, during the year is 245. 
Two counties have been recently organized. 


COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 
—It is announced that the next convention of the 
New York State Sunday-school Association will be held 
at Hudson, June 5-7. 


—Salem has been selected as the place of meeting for 
the next convention of the Oregon State Sunday-school 
Association, The date is not yet fixed, but it will fall 
somewhere between the first and the fifteenth of next 
November. 


—A new departure is promised for this year’s session 
of the Lake Bluff Summer Sunday-school Assembly. 
This is no less than the formation of the Sunday- 
school Normal College of the Northwest. The first 
session of the college will open at Lake Bluff, Illinois 
July 17, which is also the opening day for the seventh 
session of the assembly, and it will continue in session 
for two weeks. The organization embraces five classes,— 
the Assembly class, the post-graduate class, the primary 
teachers’, the young people’s and the boys and girls’ classes. 
The school is designed, of course, to bea training depart- 
ment for Sunday-school workers; and it will confine 
itself strictly to this sphere of work. The superinten- 
dent of instruction is the Rev. James E. Gilbert of 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin; and the leaders of the various 
classes are the Rev. Dr. E. Corwin, the Rev. C. N. Pond, 
Miss Louise Kellogg, Mrs. D. N. Cooley, and Mrs. V. J. 
Kent, while Drs. J. H. Vincent and W. M. Blackburn 
will be the lecturers. 


TEMPERANCE. 

—<Another temperance organization, bearing the title 
The Scarlet Ribbon Army, has arisen in England. It 
does not insist on total abstinence from spirituous liquors, 
but on moderation in their use. 


—At the last meeting of the Welsh Presbyterian 
Synod, that body passed a resolution, expressing its 
appreciation of the good accomplished for Wales by the 
Sunday-closing act now in force. 

—The Woman’s Christian Temperance Union wishes 
to add to the programme of the Evangelical Alliance for 
the week of prayer a request that all denominations 
should recognize January 9 as a day of prayer that the 
country may be cleansed from the great sin of intemper- 
ance. ‘ 

—Canon Ellison, the founder of the Church Temper- 
ance Society, refers enthusiastically to the mention in 
the Queen’s Speech of the diminished revenue from 
alcoholic liquors as “ the first official recognition” of the 
temperance reform in England. It will be remembered, 
however, that Mr. Gladstone made a similar statement 
not long ago. 


PERSONAL. 

—A donation of $5.00 from Mr. J. T. Ganse of Wil- 
mjngton, Delaware, and another of like amounf as a 
Christmas gift from “ some little orphan children ” in San 
Francisco through L. S. D., have been received for 
Chloe Lankton. 

—The Rev. Dr. Louis H. Baugher, editor of The Augs- 
burg Sunday-school Teacher, has been appointed Pro- 
fessor of Greek in Howard University, Washington. 
Dr. Baugher is the writer of the special paper on Evan- 
gelical Lutheran Sunday-schools in The Sunday School 
Times current series of articles on the Sunday-school 


field and work of thé various American denominations. 


—Another sign of the breaking up of old-time de- 
nominational prejudices in England is the slight degree 
of hostile comment evoked by the recent participation of 
Bishop Ryle of Liverpool in non-episcopal religious ser- 
vices in Scotland. -“Twenty years ago such a proceeding 
on the part of a bishop of the Anglican Church would have 
raised such a storm of censure as would make the slight 
criticism to which Bishop Ryle is subjected, seem, by com- 
parison, a very zephyr. Bishop Ryle acted just as one 
would have expected him to do, both in the original act of 
Christian fellowship and his subsequent stand as to his 
right to do so. 

—Beaconsfield’s favorite adage, “The unexpected 
always happens,” was illustrated by the recent appoint- 
ment of Bishop Benson of Truro to the arch-episcopal 
see of Canterbury. When the bishop of Winchester 
declined the proffered office, popular opinion decided 
that the vacant chair would be filled by the scholarly 
Dr. Lightfoot, Bishop of Durham. But, as not unfre- 
quently happens, popular opinion was wrong. Arch- 
bishop Benson is described as a preacher of unusual 


————— ——— 
ability, though he has published very little, his chief 
contributions to literature being volumes of sermons on 
“Work, Friendship, Worship ” and “ Boy-Life.” Like 
so many more of the noted dignitaries of the English : 
Church, Dr. Benson began his ee life as an assistant 
master at Rugby. 

—Not only the Baptists in Pe but the members 
of all the other evangelical denominations as well, could 
join in spirit in the recent celebration in New York 
of the semi-centennial of the ministry of the venerable 
Dr. William R. Williams, whom his own denomination 
claims as its best living historical scholar. A corres- 
pondent of The National Baptist gives a pleasant sketch 
of Dr. Williams as he is, and it will be seen that his 
words have suggestiveness for the worker in the Sunday- 
school field who “ doesn’t know where to find illustra- 
tions.” The correspondent says : “It must not be thought 
that ‘Dr. Williams is an old man in his feelings. A stu- 





» | dent of the past, he still lives in the present. There is 


no minister in New York whose sermons show more 
familiarity with the daily papers. Though the matter 
of which he is speaking be somewhat abstruse or purely 
doctrinal, it will be illustrated by some event of the day 
before, or some expression will be used which discussions 
of the past week set afloat. The black-letter tome and 


the still damp morning paper are both fields for his 
reaping.” 


GENERAL. 
—New York state means to keep moving briskly for- 
ward in Sunday school matters. The state executive 
committee proposes to place ten missionaries in the field 


in the New Year to organize the work, and to lead in 
pioneer effort in destitute neighborhoods. 


—Good work is being done by the missionaries of the 
American Sunday-school Union, in the introduction of 
Sunday-schools among the Swedish immigrants who are 
pouring into the Western states. One missionary in 
Nebraska writes: “A school which I organized last 
December in Lancaster County, has already repaid all 
the missionary labor it cost. It is in the midst of a popu- 
lation of Swedes, numbers of whom come to it, their 
only religious service.” 


—Mr. Moody and Mr. Sankey have gone to Brighton, 
the fashionable watering-place of England, and have 
commenced operations there. They were preceded by 
Lady Hope, who is proving a very efficient aid to the 
evangelists in all departments of their work. The prin- 
cipal meetings are held in the Dome on the Pavilion 
Grounds, which accommodates an audience of three 
thousand, and overflow meetings are held in the 
Exchange, which has room for two thousand persons. 
The first meeting was for Christian workers, and Mr. 
Moody, bluntly informing his audience that before they, 
as Christian workers, could make others straight, they 
must first make sure that they were straight themselves, 
proceeded to teach some very positive doctrine. One 
hearer-objected to Mr. Moody’s statement of the doctrine 
of salvation by faith alone; but Mr. Moody made him 
acknowledge that if that were a heresy it was taught in 
the creed of his own denomination as well as in those of 
other evangelical churches. In the evening Mr. Moody 
addressed backsliders. 








THIS AND THAT. 


> 


How shall the new Revision be tested? The Chris- 
tian Intelligencer says: “It was inevitable, and doubt- 
less desirable, that the revised translation of the New 
Testament should be put under the microscope, and run 
through a chemical retort; that every word should be 
weighed in the hand, and bit into by the teeth, and sub- 
jected to the actions of acids, as when one tests coins.” 
It suggests, however, that there is a fairer and more 
excellent way, and that is to take the Revision in no 
critical mood, but in the same devotional and receptive 
attitude that we come to the old version. Having thus 
tried it, that paper testifies most strongly in its favor. 
And by such a test, rather than by the judgment of 
| scholars, will the Revision stand or fall. 


No idle man has “time” for the Lord’s work. It has 
been proven over and over again, that, if there is work 
for the Master to be done, some busy man must do it, 
A correspondent of The Advance gives a fact that is an 
illustration of this truth. He found in one of the cities 
of Southwestern Missouri a young man who is doing a 
large, thriving, and exacting business, and who, never- 





theless, finds time to be the secretary of the State Sunday- 
school Association, the secretary of his District Sunday- 
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school Association, the secretary of the 
Young Men’s Christian Association of his 
city, the superintendent of an afternoon 
mission Sunday-school, the teacher of a 
Bible-class in his church school, the con- 
ductor of a twilight prayer-meeting on 
Sunday for boys. When asked how he 
could de so much without neglecting his 
business, his reply was: “When I go to 
my office in the morning, IJ do the Lord’s 
work first, and he always gives me time and 
strength to do my own work afterward.” 
The Lord’s work first! Isthat the ordinary 
rule? 








BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 

A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week, The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 50,000 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time. The wniform rate for 
ordinary advertisements is 25 cents per agate 
line for each and every insertion, except during 
the months of November and December, when the 
rate is 40 cents per line. 


HORSFORD’S ACID* PHOSPHATE 
A VALUABLE NERVE TONIC. Dr. C. OC. 
OLMSTEAD, Milwaukee, Wis., says: 
“T have used it in my practice ten years, 
and consider it a valuable nerve tonic.” 


os 


A GOOD OFFER. The Chicago, Bur- 


lington & Quincy R. R. Co. havejust issued 


an illustrated treatise, “The Heart of the 
Continent,” describing the wonderful 
growth of the Six Great States. The book 
is beautifully printed, and numerous en- 
gravings of high merit adorn its pages. 
Any one sending his name and address, 
with two three-cent stamps, will receive a 
copy by return mail, by applying to Perce- 
val Lowell, Gen. Pass. Agent, Chicago, Tl. 


18 STOP ORGAN FOR $%61.00.— 
Dantet F. Beatry, the famous Piano 
and Organ man, offers in this paper an 18 
Stop, 5 sets of Reeds Organ, including 
Sub-Bass and Octave Coupler, for only 
$65.00, and to all who order within ten 
days from date of this paper a further 
reduction of $4.00 and freight prepaid as 
far as the Mississippi River, thus leaving 
the price $61.00, delivered at your very 
door, if the order is accompanied by the 
advertisement—a good way to find out 
what paper pays, and his customers get 
the advantage of it. Read his advertise- 
ment, in another column, carefully, and 
if you need an organ it will be well to 
order within the ten days, of this well- 
known house, 








SPECIAL NOTICES. 


A Slight Cola , if IPneglected, often attacks the Tangs. 
Bro only te give sure and almost 
eww abn jel Bold ont in bowes. Price, 25 cents. 


EDUCATIONAL. 
Dr. Worries Mil. School, : Ponghizeopate, 3 Es, For 
Busin Special atte: n Stu- 
dies, Pupils from: « all parts of U.S. Send for circular. 


Pmhester, Pa. Civ Rugtivering.t 

















¥, Aoa 
war Ee ee 
Degrees co conferred. 
r term opens nook 80. 
TON SCHOOL ¢ Fr A. tg 
bd Ay oo TWO YERARS: Bone gl cae 


pF ht gymnastics. begins Oct, 8" Ap Ba eat 
ees at Ss WY a g Ring 
at: rena at For Se Lee rete, 





HAVERFORD COLLEGE, PA. 


THOMAS CHASE, LL.D. (Harv.) President, 
Under care of members of the Parine of Pd omnes but 
open to others. laseical an Se E.Cemrnee. 
nine won of Philndelpi adelphia, oe Se fonin thesoun 
un y Doalputul, sp and reniar iy free from un” 

di le associati pie AS beautiful 
park of six one a Containe and day svodents 
an > Ob en pare the ene ght. 1 

new ae ory, > 

h in ‘slap nted C al Labe . 
Rareke ¥ selected ierary © " ,000 vols. w 4-44 


shelves students have free access. Limi numbers 
pro each student under direct personal influence of 
mete. Next Half-Year begins 24d month ta .) 
fey, tase yo greeny. etc. apply to Pror. Cc, 
T Pom Onn Prefect, HAVERFORD Sermon 
~ Hy "pena a. 








TRIP ROUND THE WORLD IN 
A LIBRARY,”—a 2 een of READING 
g Srranged by Rev. W i Darss. ae 
romance, history e 
anv he & countries in the srot w round tbe worid 
50 cents per 


ts eac! 
*BUNDAY-scitooL ASSOCIA iN, 
304 Fourth Avenue, New "York. 


SYMBOL GIFTS s0rc!°#°8%erm 


REP Pgh Sreslar ot pln 





oe 


ametise iz wy Ate 


Bday yy Browning, and many others, are repre- 


Littell’s Living Age. 


Jan, 1,1883, Tae Livine Aor enters upon its 156th 
Volume, admittediy unrivalled and continuously 
successful, A Weekly Magazine, it gives more than 
THREE AND A QUARTER THOUSAND 
—_- column octavo of reading~- matter 
It presents in an inexpensive form, con- 
eee. amount of matter, with fres' 
its font issue, and with @ Cay met 


no oti 
iritic sms, Serial and Shor Btories, 


te’ e ery PrP 
Biographical, Historical and Po litical I 
a | the entire body of Foreign P. 
It is the invaluable to mane A pyrotien reader, 
a SO cong eee sfactorily Ls surrepe ilteratn —— 
terature,— 


Biapensable because it enbrases t roductions of the 


ABLEST LIVING WRITERS 
in all branches of Literature, Sclence.Politicsand Art, 
“ LATTELL’s Livine AcE hasnow for many years held 
ne ire ore place of ali our scriai publications. , Thereis 
g noteworthy in one ae literature, 


Phuowphy. or relirion, tha ee ois eae 


‘The ablest Qosus and ary the day ‘ore tobe 
und _ resbyterian, P’ vully obeos of the 


rr At rh Mi 


procuring the same amount 
a AE aad sayeng thea like the same 
re other a 

rp Periodical _ x eanpare with ét in interest 

Or ake who makes himself familiar with its 

“contents can lack the means of @ sound Kterary 

Ne Wo sther’ pushes yy its pla h 
“No icat ts a «© 

—— not only ao -_ coh erature Sut = 

Phitedeiphin. . hie ala ata 


“In it we find the best productions best writers 
ay hr) alls 18 —7 4 “nome ane mee Inquirer. 


household where an 
axiom Ce eae = oe thought 


#. 7 much in the forefren ublications 
at its start forty Fan ago.” Pap eclectic publicti el 
@ necessity as Selene mad dvance,Chicago. 
bs eon nae beat the cheapest, and mou » and most convenient 


ina alt tte .—North American, Priiadel hia. 
Ge the world.’ *—Morning 

























Wilmington, x6 a 
Peds. TF Gann to subscribe to.”—Montreal 
PUBLISHED WEEKLY at $8.00 a year, free of postage; 
or for $10.80 THE Livine AGE on near oneof thea meri- 
ean $4 Montblies (or Ha or Bazar) will 


De ay ote a r, i ior, fo eas T 
mand athe ar Perna r $s ue Livine 


the time to subscribe, beginaing wit with NewYear. 
‘aia LITTELL & CO., Boston. 


40 Cents, Paper! 75 Cents, Cloth!! 
AUTHORIZED EDITION. 
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The Bible and its Study 


PROMPTINGS AND HELPS TO AN INTEL- 
LIGENT USE OF THE BIBLE. 











The interest in the series of articles 
on the Bible and its study, contributed by em- 
inent European and American writers to the 
issue of The Sunday School Times for Decem- 
ber 13, 1879, led to their reissue in a form con- 
venient for handy use, and yet neat enough for 
permanent preservation. the articles hav- 
ing a bearing upon the general theme of the 
best mnethods of using the Bible itself and Pee 
various helps to its me understan 
been collected under the title of The Bible tat 
ed Study, and are published in a 96 page pam- 
phlet. - 





CONTENTS. 
WHY STUDY THE B ? 
By the Rev. Sears, D.D., LL.D. 
IMPORTANCE OF BIBLE STUDY. 
By Charlotte “ a 
THE RIGHT SP 


CAN WETR OUR swenaits BIBLE? 
By the Rev. F, H. A. Sorivener, M.A., D.C.L., LL.D. 
SCRIPTURE EXPLAINING SCRIPTURE. 
By Professor J. L. M. Curry, LL.D. 
HINTS ON BIBLE INTERPRETATION. 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D. 
HELPS TO POPULAR BIBLE STUDY. 
By Professor Philip Schaff, D.D., LL.D. 
HOW TO USE COMMENT. ES. 


the Right Rev. ©. J. D.D., Bishop 
- Glowoester and BelstoL” e 


LIGHT FROM THE LAND ON THE BOOK. 
LIGHT FROM ORIENTAL DISCOVERIES. 
By Professor George Rawlinson, M.A. 
LIGHT FROM EASTERN MANNERS AND 
CUSTOMS. 


By Isaac H. Hall, LL.B., Ph.D. 

THE BOOK a b Say Bn EARLY CHURCH. 
Rev. Edmond de Pressense, D.D. 
PROMOTING BIBLE STUDY IN THE CHURCH 


Howard Crosby, D.D., LL.D. 
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pass, @ — of valuable 
American Christian Review, gable reciting, matter 
{Very valuable to we. Bible student.”— The Christian 
“Bible students wi ply do well to & copy.”— 
The Central Cha Advocate, St. Mo. 
“This little Som a will be useful to Sun- 
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able assistance in rae and Sees 
Scripture.”— The Gospel , dugusta, 
“ A valuable little book.” — The Advances, Chicago, Tu. 
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—The Morning Star, Dover, 
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the value of the 
Toronto, Can- 


“We advise ev: Runteposnes teacher to procure 
a copy of this sai ceiin k; it cannot be attentively read 
without Broke: it furnishes material Da ay wen 

and valuable light for farther guidance.” Observer, 


ville, 
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popes pedi ed es near the ning of 
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Sent by mail, prepaid, on receipt of price. 
Single copy, 20 cents. Five or more copies, 15 
cents each. Address, 

JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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BE SURE TO TRY 
BICLOW & MAIN’S 


_ Christmas | 
| Music and Services. 


YOU WILL BE PLEASED WITH THEM. 
3 25 cts. by mail. 


Si] pronanogr, gg ceaeny 
oe No. 5.—Glory to God. 


‘appropriate ict SER 
Appropriate ure Selections, with New Music 
by Lo per 100; 'B conta by mail. 
CCarois oy tare ANNUAL No. 13.—Beautiful 
Carols favorite ors, 
per 00 00: 4 cents each by mail. 
A full line po Christmas Anthe fntame, Chrols, Services, ete. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 


76 East Ninth St., | 81 Randolph St., 
NEW YORK. CHICAGO. 


EOF 
MUSICAL SOCIETIES. 


Glees and Choruses, easy and difficult, are found in 
Emerson's CHORUS@BO0OK ($1.00), Perkins’ 
AMERICAN GLEE BOOK ($1.50), Cobb’s 
FESTIVAL CHORUS BOOK ($1.:25), Perkins’ 
GLEE AND CHORUS BOOK ($1), GERMAN 
FOUR-PART SONGS ($1.50), and Zerrahn’s 
INDEX ($1). 


Doane. Very at 








Easy Glees and Part Songs are found in abundance 
in Perkins’ new CHORAL CHOTR ($1), and his new 
PEER LESS (75 cts.), also in Emerson's HERALD 
OF PRAISE ($1), and IDEAL (75 cts.). 





1000 or more separate Octavo Choruses, Glees 
and Anthems, each 6 to 10 cents. 





First-rate Anthems are found in Perkins’ ANTHEM 
HARP ($1.25), Emerson's BOOK OF ANTHEMS 
(91.25), AMERICAN ANTHEM BOOK ($1.25), and 
GEM GLEANER ($1), by Chadwick. 





Scenic Cantatas,as JOSEPHS BONDAGE ($1.00), 
by Chadwick, BELSHAZZAR ($1), by Butterfield, 
and the classic DON MUNLO ($1.50), and COMALA 
(80 cts.). 

Send for lists and descriptions 

Any book mailed for retail price. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., BOSTON. 
Bright! Newsy!! Helpful!!! 


CHURCH’S 


MUSICAL VISITOR 


—: FOR 1883 :— 


Vol. 12 begins with the Janu 
Number. 44 








82 Large Pages, Monthly. 

The Visitor is a Journal of Musical Literature o1 
ee highest order and by the most cultured writers. 
edito: are spicy and practical ** Better than a 
oe 7 is the testimony of many. There is music 
r the Voice, sacred and secular, music for ihe Piano, 
4 mens Pteces, Duets for Pianos, Flute,or Violin, 
ete., etc. A distinguished critic and musician has said 
that “ It is the fairest and cleanest musical paper pub 
lished in America.” 

Every Subscriber has a Premium. Subscri 

tion price, $1.50 per year. Single copies, 15c. eac 
copy (back number) sent on receipt of 3c. 

Liberal terms to Agents and Clubs. 


Published by 


JOHN CHURCH & CO., 


MEW Oe ase.’ { Cincinnati, 0. 


nie ware. 


MUSICAL HERALD. 


Monthly, tncluding 6 es of choice 
Masie Sate oted to th o advancement of Music in 
all its a Its ‘editorials by the large corps 
of Editors, Questions and Answers, Reviews of New 
Music, Reviews of Coneerts, Foreign and Domestic 
Notes, Musical ee Correspondence, ete. 
make it indispensable eachers and Students ol 
sate Send stamp for ‘or sample copy to Musical H 

ald Co., Franklin 
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A Good Thing for Your Scholars. 


An payee oy number of Sunday-school teachers believe that it is wisest to secure for their scholars the best help that can be obtained. Such teachers 


are glad to find in Scholars’ Quarterly many attractive helps that cannot be had elsewhere, and they are quite willing to pay the price necessary to secure them, 
. even though it be somewhat higher than that of other lesson publications. The number for the first quarter of 1383 has an ap ropriate illustrated cover, a 
ye beautiful colored map of “ The Field of the First Missionaries,” pictures, music, and the usual full assortment of lesson helps. The Scholars’ Quarterly costs 25 cents 

a year, or $25.00 for a hundred copies a year. It is sent by mail without costing subscribers anything for Subscriptions are taken for three or six months 
- at the yearly rate; under 10 copies, three months, seven cents each. To supply « class costs, for instance, as follows :—For five scholars, one year, $1.25; three 
i. months, 35 cents ; for 10 scholars, one year, $2.50 ; three months, 63 cents.. d seven cents for a specimen copy. 
a. TO INTRODUCE IT.—If you have not used The Scholars’ Quarterly in your school or class within a year, we will supply it to you on trial, for one 
i. 


quarter only, at just one-half the above regular rates. Such orders must be accompanied with the statement that The Scholars’ Quarterly published by The Sunday 
oy School Times has not been used in the school or class within a year. These rates, which are much below the cost of production, are only for new trial-orders. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








CHURCH FURNITURE. 
J 


of Honor 
Awarded by the United States Commissioners to 


PAINE’S MANUFACTORY, 


48 Canal and 141 Friend Sts., 
Boston, Mass. 


PRICES: $30, 35, 45, 65, 75, 85, 90, 105, 125 to 
$528 PER SET. 


Churches will be furnished direct from the Manu- 
factory at the same prices as to Furniture Dealers. 
Pr hotographs | and Price Lists seat by mail. 


CHURCH 
S. S. BANNERS. 


R. GEISLER, 127 Clinton Place (W. 8th St.), N. Y. 


ARTISTIC 
PAF SILK BANNERS 


FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 
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Send to J. £2. LAE, 
Carmine Street, New York, 
FOR HAND BOOK. 


UNG LANTERNS 





And Sreezorricons, all mags poeta eabte buctees ar 
tor Pubic Exhibitions, ete. business 


with smaiicapited. Also uae oer for Church hand ‘Sure 
day-schoo/ and Home Amusement. Send stamp for awe td Cata- 
logue. McALLISTER, M'fg Optician, 49 Nassav Sr., New You 


HAYWARD’S 


Communion Wine. 


Pure Juice of the Grape Unfermented. 


PRICE REDUCED. 
Bend for new circular. 
J.P. HAYWARD. Asmsy, Mass.” 


THIS ? 


1S A REDUCED OUTHINE 














OF THE COLORED Desicn, 
farths School Lesson of Hau L91Ah2 
for Circulars 


— a 


FREE SAMPLE. 


PROVIDENCE LITHOGRAPH Co, 
PGOVIDENCERL 





MENEELY BELL ruunun. 
Perens 3 known to the public since 
1826, Church,Chape!,8chooi, Fire Alarm 
and other bells; also Chime» and Peais 


MENEELY & C8., WEST TROY. W. Y. 
BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 


Be! \s of Pure Copper and Tin for Churches 
hools, Fire Alarms, Forma, ete. FULL 
WARRANTED. Catalogue sent Free. 


VANDUZEN & TIFT. Cineinesti. O 
































OMPANION 


A REFERENCE to the contributors announced below will show that nearly 
x: all of the most distinguished and popular authors of this country, and many 

‘a> of those of Great Britain, have been e as contributors to the Com- 
PANION for the year 1883. The Announcement will be found in many 


respects, we think, an extraordinary one, but it includes only a of the features 
of the volume for the coming year. z mii 


Wlustrated Serial Stories. 


A Serial Story of Boy Lifein America,by . . . J.T. Trowbridge. 
A Serial Story of Boy Lifein Great Britain, by . William Black. 
A Serial Story of New England Life, by . Harriet Beecher Stowe. 
A Serial Story for Girls, by ° - « Harriet.Prescott Spofford. 
A Serial Story of Southern Life, by eis Marie B. Williams. 
Stories of Old-Time Poor-Houses, by - J.D. Chaplin, © 
Tales of the Old Dutch Farmers of New York, by Bugene M. Prince, 


illustrated Travel and Adventure. 
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VOLUME LVI. 


'A Serial Story of Adventure,by . . -.- +. -, «+ +» « +. C.A. Stephens. 
‘Life in an Irish Fishing Village,by . . . .« + «+ . Julian Hawthorne. 
Tales of Old Ships and Sailors, by “a ee Gee See ey ee Capt. FP. Luce. 


Old Times on the Missouri, by Sie ae * - A Missourian. 
After the Mindanao Pirates ina Dutch Gun-Bost, by e * "Lieut. P. F. Grinnell. 
The Fiftieth ‘Tiger. A narrative of Adventure ‘by om = aes Cease ss the London Tele 


graph. . hil Robinson. 
Railway Fe Heroes. Thrilling stories of railroad men. " Among others will be “The Fireman’s Story ;” 
Life or Theirs ;”* “Skip Dustin, the Water Boy,” and “Express eta tors f "b 


alter A. Moore. 
Special Articles. 
Im 


portant articles will be given by two of the most distinguished Neurologists 
in the world, oe Nervous Diseases—showing the ordinary causes of these 
forms of human suffering—and civ ing general suggestions as to their treatment. 
The articles will not be merely tecluical treatises, Lut will be enlivened by curious 
and illustrative anecdotes. 
Common Nervous Allments. A Series of Papers, by Dr. Brown-Sequard. 


The Ghort pd y wer id of a Nervous Man. The Proper Use of the Mind, “ao 
and Delusions, The Cause of Sleep and Sleeplessness, Somnambulism, ete 


Dr. Willtam’A. yy 


Reminiscences and Anecdotes. 

Yankee Drolleries at Old-Time Fairs and Shows, by i pins. ae” Ea James Parton. 

Stories of Old-Time Quack Doctors and their Remedies, by - Edgar Knowles. 
On the Stump. Humorous Anecdotes of Electioneering, Stump Speaking, etc. “ee, 6 a:bs 
on. 

Victor Rng at Home. A hesind Cmeliyive of the home life of the great poet, by his po 

Secretary 


Richard Lesclide. 
wee! 2” Articles, Reminiscences of Dean Stanley and Picturesque ‘Aero rciations of Westminster 


Canon F. W. Farrar. 
The Royal Family of Denmark. Articles of "Personal Ausotote by the Danish Minister at 
ashington, by . ° 


Hon. Carl Bille. 
oun Soke Lae Leaders A autes of articles containing ergonal reminiscences of Gen. 


Lee, “Stonewall Jackson,” John C. Calhoun, ete., etc., 
Hon. ‘Licemeter H. Stephens. 


The Editorials of the Companion will give clear and impartial views of cur- 
rent events at home and abroad. 


The Children’s Page sustains its reputation for charm ictures, poems 
amd stories adapted to the little ones. “9 
Subscription Price, $1.75. Specimen copies free. 


Address, YOUTH’S COMPANION, 


Please mention in what paper you read this advertisement. 4i Temple Piace, Boston, Mass. 
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SEEDS|Fe! tie MERCHANT ceczic|SEEDS 


ARDEN 
For the PRIVATE FAMILY 


SEEDS Crown by ourselves SEEDS 


G2” Handsome Illustrated Catalogue and Rural Register FREE TO ALL. 
* MERCHANTS, SEND US YOUR BUSINESS CARDS FOR TRADE LIST. 


DAVID LANDRETH & SONS,SEED GROWERS, PHILADELPHIA 
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SHAW, APPLIN & ~~ 
Parlor, Ohure Church and Lo dge Furniture 


Sudbury Street, Roster. I 18s. 


sell our Rubber Printi: 
IT PAYS es free. i MM. Mitten & Go, 
mM. ¥- 


PAY to sell our Rudder Printing Stamps. 
og TAYLOR BROS. & CO., Cleveland, O. 
Guaranteed at nome. Ad- 
b+ oo pA. 8, SHEPA i> P AY 
ENTS want SD men for the Barana Fastest sell- 
and Bibles. Prices reduced 33 
percent, NarioNaL PUBLISHING Co., Phila., Pa. 


Salesmen Wanted. Seif 204, oxPenses. 


CHAS. W. STUART, Newark, Senioae ara Go New York. 
Sat ce grentsy Books & Bibles 


Tonia prices selling A & N., Fourth St., iphia. Pas 
AGENTS WANTED 30227 TWHERE to ell 
invested 
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SUNLIGHT 10 SHADOW 











' peuras eapoege pu ayes 8 se £70 91y H 
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a a19e780 []1Mm NOA pus ‘eouo 1 Li 7 


Is the best and most agreeable preparation 
in the world for constipation and the diserders that 
attend it. 

Ladies and children, and those who dislike taking 
pills and nauseous medicines, are especially pleased 
with its agreeable qualities. 

TROPIC-FRUIT LAXATIVE may be used in all 
cases that need the aid of a purgative, cathartic, or 
aperient medicine, and while it produces the same re- 
sult as the agents named, it Is entirely free from the 
usual objections common to them. Packed in 
bronzed tin boxes only. Price, 25 cts. Large 
bexes, 50 ets. .SOLD BY ALL FIRST-CLASS 
DRUGGISTS, or mailed on receipt of price. - 

J. E. HETHERINGTON, Proprietor, 
36 Park Place, New York. 
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PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 
TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


My! im SunNaY ota | \ JIMES. Published weekly 

















From 4 each. 

50m to 9 soplen Hg og 

“ 10 to 19 copies. LB * 

® copies or more 10 
label on each paper shows 


up to what date 

@ subscriber has pata. If the publisher dors not by that 
dite recetwe a ds Se wld cont the subscriber that the paper 
be a tt to send tt. The paper 
will, however, be stopped at any time thereafter, ¥ the 
mobser iber #0 desires, and remits the amount due for the 
tine that he has vedi. The papers for a club will 
be stopped at onee on the expiration of the club subscrip- 
tion, unless a renewal for same is received, 

Subser’ cars will be received for any portion ofa 
year td arly rates. 

Additions ay be made at any time to a club, at the 
sure rate at which the club, as Arst formed, wold be 
thorized to subscribe anew. Such addition. sub- 
Ce ciemose to expire at the same time with the ciubas 
originally ofdered. The new subscribers to pay pro 
vata oe the “— of oer ehether Kong : "a 

papers for a club, whet “ih nm @ package 
to ene address, or sent se the members of 
the club, will be discontinued at tne expiration of the 
subscription, 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which tt has been sent, All resses should include 
by county and state. 

Any. person wishing to renew either a single or club 
aon, ta in connection with which his name has 
hot be been known to the publisher, will please 
give the ‘name of the —_ to whiom the paper or 
papers have heretofore sent. 
ubscribers —- to introduce The Times to their 
friends, can have specimen copies sent free from this 
office to any addresa. 





THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. A separate leaf for 
wey boy A in Che b year, 

100 copies, one m $ .60 
100 copies, one ee 7.20 
Less 100 copies at same rate. Orders not pies 
for less than one calendar moi month, 


pee. | sage vege QUARTERLY. Contains the Les- 
months, with colored map, beautiful 
firtores te music, etc., ete. 

00 CO (four quarters De. bh +. 25.00 
eingre copy one year (four quarters)... ~~ ome 
“) copies, hree months (one quarter)... we 6,25 
Under 10 copies, three MONtHS, CACN...........0-cene 07 
THE QUESTION LEAF. A separate leaf for each 
Sunday. Printed on writing paper, —. requiring 
written be edd to questions on the lesson 

00 copies, or one TROTIED ces cceceenenners 
ear 


oeeamenagreeanserenereneens 


lace teen 100 conics of same rate, en ee 
leas than one calendar month. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Messrs, Hodder and Stoughton, 27 Paternoster Row 
Lomion, E. C., will send the American Sunday School 
, for a year, to any address in Great 

im for ten shillings prepaid, The paper will be 


Swe by al the prinetpel, hewadealers, pric pn on 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


‘The uniform rate for ordinary advertisements is 2% 
cents per agate line (14 lines to an inch), each inser- 
tion, whether for one ae or more, excepting for the 
months of November and December. bu rig these 
months there being a | extra circulation, together 
with a pressure of advertising matter for its columns, 
the rate will be 40 cents @ line. Advertise- 
ments inni: early in the yeas but ranning 
through November and December, will be charged at 
‘The rate {oF Reading Notices (bourgeois type, leaded) 

: ng 
i +. iusinese De —— efit be $1.00 per coun 
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“PENNA. RELIGIOUS PRESS 
ASSOCIATION, 
802 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


BEST WHEAT 
avo GRAZING LANDS Ane rounsion _ 
~« Northern Pacific R. R. 


w MINNESOTA, DAKOTA, 
ano MONTANA, 


BIG CROP AGAIN IN 188! 


Low Prices; Lona Time; REBATE FOR IMPROVE- 
MENT; REDUCED PARE AND FREIGHT TO SETTLERS. 
For FULL INFORMATION, ADDRESS 
HERMANN TROTT, GEN. LAND Acar. 
Mewnion Tus Parrn, St. Paut. MINN. 
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John Wanamaker’ 


Silks, Dress Goods, 
Laces, Suits, Shawls, 
Millinery, Clothing, 
Hats, Shoes, Gloves, 
Hosiery, and every- 
thing in wearing ap- 
parel for Ladies, Gen- 
tlemen and Children. 

Furniture, Carpets, Upholstery, Linens, Blan- 
kets, Housefurnishing, China, and everything 
pertaining to Housefurnishing. — 

* Stationery, Jewelry, Notions, Books, Satchels, 
Trunks, Toys, and everything of a similar nature 
for miscellaneous uses. 

Goods are sent by mail, express or freight, 
according to circumstances, subject to return 
and refund of money if not satisfactory. Sam- 
ples of goods sold by the yard are sent postpaid 
upon request. Catalogue, with details, mailed 
on application. 


John Wanamaker, Philadelphia, 


Thirteenth and Market and Chestnut Sts. 


We have the largest retail stock in the United States. 
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RINGERS AT LOWEST WHOLESALE P ial 


Address F. F. ADAMS 


WORTH REPEATING. 
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WISE WEEPING. 


[By Horatius Bonar, D.D.] 


Tears are not always fruitful; their hot drops 
er but scorch the cheek and dim the 


Res wed murmurs over blackened hopes, 
ot the meek spirit’s calm and chastened cry. 


Oh, better not to weep, than weep amiss; 

For hard it is to learn to weep aright,— 

To weep wise tears, the tears that heal and bless, 
The tears which their own bitterness requite. 


Oh, better not to gave than waste our woe; 
To fling away the spirit’s finest gold; 

To lose, not gain by sorrow; to o ’erflow 

The sacred channels which true sadness hold. 


To shed our tears as trees their blossoms shed, 
Not all at random, but to make sure way 

For fruit in season, when the bloom lies dead 
On the chill earth, the vietim of decay— 


This is to use the grief that God has sent, 

To read the lesson and to learn the love, 

To sound the depths of saddest chastisement, 
To pluck on earth the fruit of realms above. | 





CHRIST, THE VISION OF GOD’S 
GOODNESS. 


[The Rev. Samuel Cox in The Expositor.] 


We need not study either the whole 
contents of the Bible or the long story of 
humanity before we can taste and see that 

is good. There is a simpler, shorter 
way to our mark. The great problem 
which covers the whole extent of time has 
been reduced into a single demonstration 
which even a child may master. 

For that which disturbs our trust in the 
goodness of God, so that at times it is all 
clouded with a doubt, is our experience of 
the indifference or hostility of nature, or 
of the vileness and misery of man. 
much we admit that nature is friendly to 
us and bountiful; but in much also she 
seems careless of us or even adverse to our 
well-being. In much we admit that man 
is noble and admirable, and that he is 
most fitly and happily conditioned; but 
in much also he is weak and wicked, and 
his conditions are unfavorable to his 
development and peace. And as we brood 
over these darker facts, we are too apt to 
omit from our view the facts which are 
bright and full of promise; we forget that 
the night has its uses as well as the day. 
But even in our most dubious and despon- 
dent moods, what room is left for doubt if 
only we raise our eyes and consider Christ, 

pow f the purpose of God concerning us as 
revealed in him? He was what God meant 
man to be. He is what God will yet 
make man to be. Was there aught that 
was evilin Him? Was not he of a com- 
plete and perfect goodness? Was the 
natural world hostile or insubordinate to 
him? Did it not, even when raging with 
tempest, obey his lightest word and 
delight todo his will? Did he not, after 
he had passed through the purifying min- 
istry of death, rise into an absolute lord- 
ship over theiaws and processes of Nature, 

ascend into a world of absolute purity 
and peace and joy? 

But.in him, as in a glass which gathers 
into itself the whole course of time, the 
whole story of man, and lighis it up with 
the benign splendor of the secret purpose 
of God—in Aim we see what God is 
making ws, and what his end for us is. 
His will is that we should become perfect 
even as Christ was perfect, and that we too 
should rise and sit in the heavenly places, 
untouched by vanity and corruption. 
When, therefore, we are depressed by the 
doubts and fears which are natural to us 
in the imperfect conditions amid which we 
reach forth to perfection, we have only to 
recall the graciops and redeeming purpose 
of God written out large in the inspired 
Word, or to look to Christ in whom that 
purpose became incarnate, in order once 
more to taste and see that the Lord is 
good, and to share the blessedness of the 
man who trusts in Him. 


Yp Cards, 
int Ov] +. 
Large sizes for circulars, &c., $3 to $90. 
For pleasure, money making. young or 
old. Everything easy, printed instrac- 

i . Send 2 stamps for Catalogue of 


= Presses, Type, Cards, , to the factory 
KELSEY & CO. 7 Meriden, Conn. 


T= -WIODEL PRESS 


Prints Cards, Circulars, Labeis, 
Tracts, every thing needed by 
business men, churches, schools, &c. 
poe rapid, and a boy can manage 
it and earn bundreds of dollars a year. 
10,000 sold, Outfits, including Press, 
Type, d&c.,. from $s. to $10. and up. 
Send'3 cent stamp for 40 page Ilius- 
List aad 
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SUPERIORITY PROVED 
SIMPLEST & BEST MACHINE IS TH 





,000 sold yearly. 
ew HOME "SEWING MACHINE co., 
30 Union Square, N. Y. 
Chicago, Ils., Orange, Mass., or Atlanta, Ga. 























cH 
spurre SEWING CA MAT AND.O 
BALL'S HEALTH PRESERVING 


Is ORS! Adjustable 
to any form by a new and novel 
arrangement in construction, 
and is the most COMFORT A. 
BLEand PERFECT FIT- 
TING corset known. 

Is Approved by the Best 


For sale by all leading dealers. 

PRICE BY MAIL, $1 50 

Lady Agents wanted. 
Manufactured by 


Nau tt, FOY,HARMON ACO. 


Miaee S 
pou in SRO 

















ADVANTAGES 
DO NOT BURN THE HAND, 
DETACHABLE WALNUT HANDLE, 
DOUBLE POINTED, IRON BOTH WAYS, 
BEST IN USE AND CHEAP, 
THREE IRONS, ONE HANDLE AND A 
STAND TO A SET. 


FOR SALE BY THE 








HARDWARE TRADE 


PAYSON 5: eee | Sar 


ears. Su 
aad very popular for dec oe e et on linen. Rec vd 
Centennial) Medal & Diploma. Sold evaey where. 








PNVALID R EC] 


£96.00 1 paneer No. 5000. 
t, 

ranches Deven at 
eae 


Yaaro CWer se | 


ates mee CERF EES 


17.) Rriest KNEE Stor. 
18.) Grand K neeStop. 


Five Octaves, fine Wal- 
nut Case of handsome ap- 
ce, built plain, but 

very neat, so it will not 
take the dirt or dust, It 
contains the sWEET Vox 





Eton, tem the entire 
motion by the knee, if 
Fivx(5)SutTs 
oo GOLDEN TONGUE 
ReEEps, as follows : A set 
of powerful Sub-Bass 
Reeds, set of 3 Octaves of 
Vox CuLestE; 1 set of 
French Horn Reeds; and 
244 Octaves each of 
lar Golden TongueRe 
Besides al) this, it will be 
fitted up with an OcTAVE 
Cou PLER, which doubles 
the power of the instru- 
ment, Lamp Stands, 
— for Music, Beatty's 
Patent Stop Acti aiao 


Warranted 6 Years. 





ED WITH CARPET, ARE 
POLISHED METAL, OF 
NEAT DESIGN, AND 

NEVER GET OUT OF BE- 
PAIR OR WORN. 


PRICE, Senet und Gubered on ome here, with Stool, Book, and Music, ONLY $65.00. 
FREIGHT PREPAID, AND SOLD FOR oe ‘ht station, any point east of the ponpateet Bi River, 


t far on any going west of it. This is a ra 
$61 NET. perennliny to place an trument, as it were, os yeur 


Asa further inducement for ded very door freight pre at manufacturers’ 
inammed pan Tne the = partes ons ou the lowest wwholesale ices. This ae was — 

rgan made before, ani ively will no! re in 
ee on the Save uae this newspaper. ad sees 


CAUL UPON { { DANIEL F. BEATTY, See New Jersey. 
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gustours to weve thea them — fair trial 
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| ig 3 . very early, sure header of fine quality. 

‘ White Italian " 
each, mild and — » We'will pay 826 CASH 
P B for of these Onions. guerre 
©: TOMAT' DES, the dent of all Tomatoes, 
certainly the climaz of per; 

finest lettuce F 


dae toevery mey 
mterenes parsnips. 
very prolific, fine grained, sweet fiesh, wonderful keeper. 
ae a ae very casty bos sare Os om and flesh cette &s snow, most delicate flavor. 
lone 


— py 
ue, it ik } mp — st) prices cost 
Set by all poplin any ad 
in = Cy free of charge, a sample packet 


— AS eri 


of 15 L&S® one packet each of the Sitowtnig, ¢ 
most Plife, Beg + 175 Beans having been rai 
Flat Dutch Cabbage, standard for winter, 
it, earliest, succeeds everywhere. Round Yellow Dan 
Cern, = a sweetness, produced 1120 good eare 


Pepper, new, large, 
; ew Lemon P Pod Won lensn 
marvellous beauty, fine poe a Lendon Long © reen Ouc’ Meo for 
table ite Balatfy. Round Dark Red Raduh, extra any. intense red skin and crisp, w britsie Besh. Len 
Wh adelicious —- New Mayflower Beene, erst. smooth, bright red. The seeds 
amoun but the poor th lot will sent, postpaid, to a ——_ for ONLY 
| ay hee + ek and in sédhei tion we will rea a - le packet of Farmer’s 











we give to-day the greatest value for money, ever 
$775.0 00 onan F PRIZES for 1888, to prod 
an someone for particulars, Show this adver- 
ee ee ne Ae ~ are oe One Dollar _ venntanie Goitectio total - 
AMPS. 


avorite 
BeiWAT oR 80 A complete Vegetable © 
immense S ort an We know that all trying our seeds once wil! be regular customers 
te your friends Collections mailed for $2.50. 
Fae ress for 40 Bet. 
oS tor Mt {NNUAL f tor eae te Denutifully Arad § a valuable book of nearly 100 
ublished, embracing Garden, Field and Flower Seeds. Plante4 
bred Live Looe "Fancy Poultry, &c. Important Nevelties of real Merit. 


cele- 
Se all — dneet. =: ORIGINATOR i _ de any of offering valuable collections of cn for One D aon 
Keon grow Ft = oe 
growers of best vegetabies and farm ucts from 

plete Dollar 
us SEEDS BEBE VER SEM Cou LEtioN thre Batene, Ponzi cmne 
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Ovum skilled artisans, by costly experiments, are 
constantly introducing new styles of Organs with 
varied embellishments and improvements. The old- 
established diggin popular “ ESTEY” is ever new and 
d. Dlustrated Cataiogues sent 
tree. “3. ESTEY & CO., Bratticbeore, Vr. 


HOOK & HASTINCS, 
BOSTON, MASs., 

Builders of the Grand Organs in Tremont Temple, 
Boston: Plymouth Church, Brooklyn; Music Hall, 
Cimctnsints : ¢ Fm peek of we gots Communion, Phila 


‘CHURCH “ORGANS 


ntry. We invite attention to 
7 —< new A = 4 ' PS RLOR ORGANS, at from §500 to 
$1,000, and u Sey wards, 

wruBIO MMITTEES, ORGANISTS, and others, 
are invited to apply ~ Aa direct for all information 
connected with our art. DESCRIPTIVE CIRCU: 
LARS and specifications furnished on —. 
Second-hand Organs for sale at low prices. 


Paillard’s 


MUSIC 
BOXES 


ARE THE BEST. 


They are the ee are sold by Orst-cines 
ae at md 3 cents for circular. 
LARD = co., 680 Broad- 














S, f <— 


Church Organs. 


Cor. of Camb Y and Forth Grove Streets, 


ou, 
Builders of the in the “ og! OLD 
CHURCH, —,_ Baltimore, Sr. 
PETER's, Phi iphia, ALL Sainte, Worcester, 
Massa, FarnnaNKs ane CuuRcH, St. Johns 
burg, Vt., and many others. Send for circulars. 


GEO. H. RYDER & CO., 
BUILDERS OF 


CHURCH ORCANS 


Of Superier Quality and at All Prices. 
established. Send tor 
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ee Bars” 
these sym ~— your 
* your voice weak? Are you 
s vonr voice coarse or rough ? 


This wonderiel aid to the human voice was discovered by 


e anaes s r and singer, who felt the necessity for 
something to and relieve the throat, develop] 
the full reice r- and relieve oS Colds, Coughs, 
and diseases the Throat, Bronchi bes and Lungs. 
For eugusee or ee, —_ are Indispensable. 
ICE B f 26 eta. Circulars free, 
VOICE BARS SCO. World bale 6, Washington,DC. 

















GOLD MEDAL, PARIS, 1874. 
BAKER’S 


Breaklast Cocoa. 


Warranted absolutely pure 
Cocoa, from which the excess of 
Oil has beenremoved. It has three 
times the strength of Cocoa mixed 
with Starch, Arrowroot or Sufar, 
and is therefore fur more econom!- 
cal, It is delicious, nourishing, 
strengthening, easily digested, and 
admirably adapted for invalids as 
well as for persons in in health. 

















us KiefferHybrid Pear, 81.50 
nacenee Pear, 3 che 
o cen la pan ese 
; hema fruit im. 
both 1% Hardy Catal, 
Pear ats cine, at Cre 
Pay um, Peach 4 
diother PRUITS. 6 y- Ax Miiooms s,S 
, 12 Gladiolus, 20 Verbenass 
Vis Basket or Bedding Plante 30 Pi'eChoice 


SG EDR ANYSEVEN SETS. = 


1. 8. JOHNSON & CC. 











Sold by Grocers ev irecers everywhere. 
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That The Sunday School Times intends to give to 
its readers the best that can be had, is proven in the 
announcements here made. Pastors, superintend- 
ents, and teachers will be quick to appreciate the 

things thus put within their reach. 





The Critical Notes on the New Testament lessons 
will be written by EX-PRESIDENT THEODORE D. 
WOOLSEY, D.D., LL.D., of Yale College, Chairman of 
the American Soneany of New Testament Revisers, 

The Critical Notes on the Old Testament lessons 
will xf writen mn bg FROFESSOR WILLIAM H. GREEN, 
0.D. en Theological Seminary, 

SSalrman oe of the Aim erican Company of Old Testa- 
ment Revise 


FOR THE FIRST SIX MONTHS. 
Special articles in the line of the lessons for the first 
six months of the year have already been secured from 
the following distinguished scholars and writers of 
rope and America. 
ms EX-PRESIDENT WOOLSEY, of Yolo College :—An 
Introduction to the Study of the A 
By CASPAR ENE SnEcoRy, ‘Lelpaig Critical 
Theories of the Composition of 
atten Ex-Paovesy Cc. J. STILE, Oat eoestes of Penn- 
orld as it Was in the Apostolic Age. 
"a Pe PROESSOR » JOHN A A. BROADUS, of the Southern 
Baptist Theologica) Se 


minary :—Jewish Ex pectati 
Concerning the Messiah. gees 


By Bishop P SRLICOTT, Chairman of the En lish 
as Shown =} the heentions of the ag y r 
the en EX-PRESDENT ROPES, of Williams College: 
Purpose of the Apostolic Miracles. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. {January 6, 1883 
PRIN Canada :—The Testam visers :—The from the | order for the a statement 
eked ea ee oe , femish vo the Christian Church, as Llustrated by the that the n 4 trode club is not 
By BISHOP G. F. PIERCE, of the Meth. Epis. Church, aap y AR RW ie save Aousshola 
eum peng he cuurch Presto Lemons from the Barly Chi as ONE in such a statement of the number of 
Cz 0. ‘oon NSBURG, the eminent writer on teachers 


sean Antiquities:—The Jewish Authorities in the 
Apostolic Age. For the lessons from the Old Testament tn the last siz 


By DR. A. S$. 1S i 
condor bthin of the hoes tor of the Jewish Mes | months of the year an equally strong series of articles 


By PROFESSOR GEORGE P. FISHER, of Yalo Col- OO prepen g GrgMe. 
lege :—Persecutions of the Early Cha 


By BISHOP ALFRED LEE, of the Prot is. Church, ¢ various departments 
menber of the American Compan of N x Boi cted by the person most ‘skilled in —— 
Revisers :—The First Christian ~—, that particular phase of lesson study. The editor 


h ~~" h hy Clay Trumbull at its head 
otty9 Df. LEONARD WOOLSEY BACON :—The Herod noe Rod paper, wit reins taeteee oo" altos ot 
whieh perio Sunday’ Bengo eal ‘the peck ‘youn, bear 

“i Or, GEORGE DANA BOARDMAN :—Angel Mes- | which periodical bas, dar , 
sengers in the Book of - merg' Times, 


in The Sunday Schoo 
By PROFESSOR PHILIP { SCHAFF, President of the 
erican Bible Revision Committee : —Deacons and 





Each of the of lesson helps will 





In order to give an exhibit of the American Sunday- 
nesses of the Apostolic Church. school field me yng Oo] cx aie of epectal papers have 
en arra @ representative man o 
ny, DEAN Rows: on Jol Ih . om ay of Conyhonee and each of the awe f denominations will tell of the condi- 
for his Work among the Gentiles. od Son and se f si Pits Series, & that work in his denomi- 
national field, In 


is series, rs areaiready prom- 
By PROFESSOR LLEWELLYN J. EVANS, of Lane from thefillewkg: 


Theological Seminary :—Diversities within the A 
tolic Church. pow | REV. JOHN H. VINCENT, D.D., the M. E. Church. 


REV. W AM, .D., 
ond, PRESIDENT JOSEPH ANGUS, of the Baptist | Rey. WARREN RANDOLPH, 0:0., for the Bapt. hurch. 
College, Regent Park, London; member of the Eng- REV. T. C. BOYKIN, for the Bapt. Church (South). 
ie Comanny pe der Testament Revisers ‘~The | REV. JAMES A, WORDEN, for the Presb. Ch. (North). 
posto re © pentamnems rephecten. REV. A. E. DUNNING. 7, ‘the Congregational Church. 
By PROFESSOR L. T. TOWNSEND, of Boston Uni- | REY. H. LOUIS BAUGHER, D.D., for Evang. Luth. Ch. 
tear’ Apostolic Opinions Concerhing the Deity of | REY, j. max nana. VY the Moravian Church. 


REV. D. BERGER for Ch. of United Brethren. 
By PROFESSOR J. P. GULLIVER, of Andover Theo- BISHOP EDWARD DeWEY. Ref. Epis. Church. 
logical Seminary :—Communism in the Early Church. | REV, F 


GREEN, Christian ty Disciples) Ch. 
By BISHOP EDMUND DE SCHWEINITZ, of the Mo- | REV. D. i MacVICAR, LL.D., for Canadian schools. 
ravian Church:—The Missionary Spirit in the Apos- 


tolic Church. 
By PROFESSOR THEODOR CHRISTLIEB, Bonn, Ger- png gh 7’ on RATES. ares 1 to 4 
ye :~—Early Christian Missio copies, one yoee, ; from 5 to 9 copies, $1.50 


ABBOT GERHARDT UHLHORN, Chief Ecclestastic #00 trom {0 to i copies, $.25 each ; 9 copies or over, 


1.00 each. Three or six months at the same propor- 
of t the Lutheran Church in Hanover :—Christianity’s fonate rate. To the person forming a club of either 


Conflict with Paganism. rade, at these re oy one » ada tional copy y free, 
B m rs for a clu so desired, w sen e 
Peo 4. fall “Pag RIODLE, me ante ot the individnal addresses. The papers for a club must all 
Antioch as a Centre. go to one post-office excepting when the teachers of a 
school get their mail matter from different post-offices, 

By PRINCIPAL 8. M. GRANT, _ Queen’ a atvoneey, the papers will be sent Si heberdine’ y. 

:—Pagan Incarnations Contrast w: e 

nearnation, FOR THE SMALLER SCHOOLS.— | 
ana By a new plan, the smaller schools, which cannot form 
wiar: — cog mille ge Ree oF of tndte Unt large clubs. have the benefit of the very lowest rate. 


It provides that when the entire force of teachers in 
By VICE-PROVOST C. P. KRAUTH, of University any scheok is less than twenty, the club rate to such 


of Pennsylvania, member of the American Company ! school shall be $1.00 per copy, on condition that the 











tnorough trial is desired a3 will be sent for four 
weeks or less, as ordered, ‘at the rate of two cenfs a 
copy per week. 





FOR YOUR SCHOLARS. 
THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY.— 


Good teachers believe that It is wise tosecure for their 
scholars the rat that can be obtained, even 
though it ma -a* a litle more than the cheapest. 
The Scholars’ Quarterly is quite unlike other quarterly 
lesson Sang ton ou will wish to see a copy be- 
fore ordering lesson helps for 1883. The number for 
the first quarter is now ready, It has an apecourece 
illustrated cover, a beautiful colored map of “The 
Field of the First Missionaries,” pictures. cans and 
the usual full assortment of lesson I el The Scholars’ 
Quarterly costs 25 cents a year, o .00 for a hundred 
copies a year ; three or six Months at the yearly rate; 
under 10 copies, three months, seven cents each. It 
costs for five scholars, one year, $l. 25; three months, 35 
cents; for 10 scholars, oné year, $2.50; three months, 
63 cents. Send seven cents for a specimen copy. 


TO INTRODUCE I[T.—If you have not used The 
Scholars’ Quarterly in your school or class within a 

ear, you can have it, on trial, for one quarter only, at 
ust one-half the above regular rates. Such orders 
must be accompanied with the statement that the pub- 
lication has not been used in the school or class within 
@ year. 








THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF ».:; 


each Sunday’s lesson on a separate sheet by itself, with 
questions, notes, etc. The leaves for each month are 
sent by mail in ample time for distribution. The price 
$7.20 per hundred copies a year, or 60 cents a month, 
and the same proportionate rate ‘for larger or smaller 
quantities. An excellent leaf and at a low price. 


THE QUESTION LEAF is intended to in- 


crease lesson study at home. Ya are a 
oa bapa | paper (a separate leaf for each Sunday oF 
re written answers from the scholars. 

does not take the place of other lesson helps, but is a 
valuable supplement tothem. It is liked exceedingly 

by those who havetriedit. Price,80cents per hundred 
amonth, and the same proportionate rate for larger 
or smaller quantities. 





Can pivegr teachers of your school afford to do without The Sunday School Times for 1888? Thousands of teachers in schools of all denominations, in the United States, Canada, and England, are now using the 


paper. Perhaps nothing will be done toward forming @ club of subscribers in your school unless you mak 


eastart. Now is the time to work the matter up. 


The Sunday School Times will be sent post free to any address in the United States or Canada for three months, on trial, for fifty cents. 
JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








“Preston Keoank Go. 
Bankers. 


100 WASHINGTON STREET, CHICAGO 


Receive the accounts of Merchants, Bankers and 
others, 


Issue certificates of deposit. 
Discount commercial paper. 
Loan money on approved collaterals. 


INV OF es MMecie Sot 
000,000 ap ee 2 sr Wpaninse es. 


if You va to Fin Money and Room, 


BUY A 


SQUIRES’ 


AUTOMATIC SOFA BED, 


This bed can be all cleaned out and renovated 
as easily as a common bedstead, and mattress 
used either side up. 


SIDNEY SQUIRES & CO., 


Sole Manufacturers and Proprietors, 
1287 Washington Street, ® West Mth St 
BOSTON. | NEW YORK. 

















AM KNABE & CO. 
me me zu —— 
MANS 1eeeeeaee 8 


AN, mpeet olen and Beek 
te OO, os way, 





HORACE ¥ Wat 











BBP cata- 
e tell you 
how safely, easily at 
cheaply you can buy 
clothing for men or boys 
y mail. Send your ad- 
dress, and we will forward it 
by return post. 


Wanamaker & Brown. 
Oak Hall, 
Siuth and hherket Scs., Philadeipbia, 








A RELIABLE WATCH. POST-PAID FOR $3.50. 


This watch, as now made and put upon the market, is a mar- 
vel of simplicity and accu 





























racy, and contains more Ingenuity 
than -—s one thing that has been nted in this or any other 
country for a number of years. ithin the last twelve months 
many 


ie improvements have been made, both in the 
manner of putting up, as well as In the quality of material used. 
How Tested and Regulated. 

No watch & sent from the factory which has not been run 
six days in ae | “spon and carefully regulated, The 
test during the six days is a very severe one; all must come up 
to the standard, or be sent back to the work-room, Hithertoa 

“priced watch has been the very poorest of investments, 

ing of no value asa time-keeper, and a constant annoyance 

and source of expense to the owner. This watch is composed 

of less than one-third the usual number of parts in a watch 

which are so arranged as to be easi! ly cleaned and repaired. It 

runs 27 bours with one winding, and will wear for years, 
Mechanism of the Watch. 

On winding up the watch, the plate turns around, thus coil- 

ing upthe spring. Thereis no ible danger of ever vane 
or breaking the spring in that way, for when the open 

ng stop motion or ratchet catches in Se cane 

thing firm. You may twist off the sem, 

very thespring. Moreover, the poring Sey 

sage. he 


FY 


an This ts the whole story—A 

spring, a revolving wheel work, soar ek wheel work, and S 

whe of three wheels. raking, bv ery part, screws, pinions, 8, 

wheels, case, spring and ere are oyly Ma bed des 
1, as usual! feces." Th 


ere 
point ‘in My nsy with the watch. fr all the Late erareek 
the case every bow it is evident that the 


centre 
Bearing of all the wheels, t wear the most, will 
con 






foyer 4 shifting th Eee be on. The Broneyte ~ 4 Fotgnt 
upon the bearin, continually changed—if the an 
pon it will be distributed e wear is distributed on 


all the yorxing parts ray @ mechanical descri ption of which 
will be found in a book accom ying each watch. 

A watch made Py sy would cost as much as a cottage by the seashore or a smal! yacht, and would take 
about as long to build. So perfect is the Wey y"! used in the manufacture of this watch, 80 exact are all 
the parts, that the ey go together ak one the first time, and revolve, barged fitting, or with so little that it does 
not materially add to the cost. is the secret of the cheapness of the 

So well known have these SS AST me, thousands are pay tag Sem hi in preference to higher priced watches 
—over 100,000 have been made and sold the past 12 months. Company are now making six hundred 
watches every day, or one a minute. You would imagine the whole country supplied by this time. By no 
means—for, Everybody's Watch. 


in fact, it is 
High pierre 
ya New York, May 1, 


Allow me to take this pater ine of expressing my  .. for tt the excellence of this simple = inex- 
Teeve watch, It vy pe better time than a silver Saten in our house which cost, at a pore dealers’, seven 
mes as much. one of these watches, and with great satisfactio 
Yours very can WI.iiaM B. Dwient, ee of Natural History, V: assar College. 
ROOKLYN, New York, October 10, 1881. 
GENTLEMEN—One of your watches was presented to me at the > inning 9 of ve e past season by one of the 
officers of this road. I was responsible for’ e time used on the trains by your watch. Mr, 
pan our President, stated that he never “pad she trains run as Vas Fegulntly a as y i were the past season. I 
very morning da the season, and compared watch with chronometer at the Long Island 
Deppr and found my watch d ag vary haifa minute t the entire season. This statement is truthfully correct, 
(Bigned.) BLYDENBURGH, Depot Master Brooklyn, Bath & Cone: om row 
Port Jzerrerson, Long uly 8, 1881, 
GENTS—Of the watches bought of ree 20th June, anxious to know what théy wou would do aint the vy of time- 
keepers, I hun ang oP i two wenen® ~ Tt ¢ poe on board my vessel, Schr. “ »” on voyage from 
New York South Am enter reqaing Sve days, they did a x vary 4 of a minute. I 
pe allt Lg $y them % with oo James L. TOOKER, Keaater Schr. “ James Slater. 
Pn R yat ap in Bandeome antin-tined case. Sent (romietered) on on receipt of onl ¥ 
Each watch is guaranteed to be as represented, and may be in ev ety = 


ENTERPRISE PURCHASING AGENCY, 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 


SAFE ; PROMPT 


PROVIDENT _ 
LIFE AND TRUST CO. 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 
Incorporated Third Mo. 22, 1865. 


Exceedingly — sentient. Simple, intelligible, untechnical am of Liberality and 
* accommodation to policy- holders. Reecirvetion sean strict bu — oe 


agemen 
GENTLEMEN OF ADDRESS AND INTELLIGENCE WANTED TO ACTAS AGENTS. Apply to the Company. 


A MODEL SUPERINTENDENT. 


A sketch of the life and work of Henry P. r. Hazen, of the International Lesson H, Trum- 
bull, ore heey e Sunday Tim Price, bound in cloth, with fine ereale’ wad, § rr. 


supseiaiiaibees 3 It shows hed a wise superintendent 
ba Seen know pes Xo here there isa veseme beter ae oe reading by the tos ot our Se a how as hy 


cl ea Raker peculative uisition on what superintendent ought 
“loa” inD. WATTLES. ut agtoaly wan!" —Our Ry to Pa. 
















LADIES! 


Getu anbe for our CELEBRATED TEAS ro 
co secure a Soyer MOSS-ROSE 
GOLD-BAND TEA-SE 44 pieces), our own pnd 
portation. One of these at 1 China tea-sets given 
over.© bf the party sending a club Nd $25. This is the 
greatest inducement ever offered. nd in your orders 
and enjey acup of GOOD TEA or COFFEE, and at the 
same time procurea ey! age ad CHINA TEA-SET, 
No humbug. Good Teas 30c., 35c., and 40c. perIb. kx- 
cellent Teas 50c. and Gc, and very best from 65c. to #c. 
When ordering, be sure and mention what kind of Teus 
ae beg akg Oolong, Mixed, Japan, Imperial. 

oung Hyeon. , Gunpowder, or English Breakfasi. We 
are the ol and largest Tea Com any in the business. 
tation of our house requires no comment. 
culars address 

TH — AMERICAN TEA COMPANY 

P. 0. Box 31 and 33 Vesey St., N.Y 


g000 COFFEE maead 


+ #5 to $10 per day. at home. 
_ Sines dress itt > BROS., Cincinnati, Obio. 


Lowest prices ever known 

n Breech Loaders, 

Rifles, & Revolvers. 

CIN t: OUR $I5 SHOT-GUN 
at greatly reduced price. 

Send stamp for our New 

Illus, Catalogue, 1882-83. 


P. POWELL &S0N, 238 Main Street, CINCINNATI, O. 


SEND 35 cts., so ~a0 or $1. 00 for 
Sample Pair of o 

THLETIC SUSPENDERS. 

© strain on aaSone or shoulders. 


3 cents for cat 
et nf as iit BROS, eng 
_786 Washington St., Boston, M 


Silk oes Patchwork. — “a 

LAD ES Styles. Send 10¢, for Sample Pieces. 

8 GEM SILK CO., New Haven, Conn 
Fos SALE ¢ OR EXCHANGE.. -Valuabie U.S. 
we ot hly introduced. Ready 

WILHIDE BROS., York Road, 

FREE! # ey Return Mall—A full descri Sa ot 
w TarILor System of Dress 

CUTTING, BR w. MOODY. &CO, 31 W. 9th, Cincinnati, O. 


Ip. kins and handkerchiefs one cent each 
stamps. G. W. Lake, 74 Pine St. N. Y. 


The New Revision 
and its Study. 


Soon after the appearance of the Revised 
New Testament in this country, The Sunday 
School Times secured from prominent Ameri 
can members of the Revision Committee, a 
series of articles bearing upon the changes 
made and the reasons for makingthemh. Some 
of the foremost scholars of the country have 
pronounced these articles superior to anything 
that has been printed elsewhere in regard to 
the New Revision. 

For the convenience of those who desired to 
preserve them, the articles have been put to- 
gether in an attractive paper cover book of 107 
pages, and will be sent by mail to any one remit- 
ting the price. 
































Price, mail, prepaid, 20 cents; five or more 
copies, 15 cents each. Address, 





JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





ee over Sr ree es 


yertisement of a party not in good standing be inadvertently inserted, 








